CUTHERAN 


WILLIAM A. PASSAVANT-— Prophet, Philanthropist, Pioneer 


VOL. XXVII © NO. 2 © PHILADELPHIA, PA. ®* OCTOBER II, 1944 


Official Journal of the United 


Lutheran Church in America 


FEATURE ARTICLES: 


U. L. C. A. Church House Presented ...... 5 
Notcfon-the Churchivecw caesar. 8 
Disclosed in the War Years .. 14 
War's Casualties; Chaplains .... 20 
Education's: sharesc ssc eae eee ere ee 2s 
Church Aid Advocated 30 
DEPARTMENTS: 
Editorials cies eee tle cect ea nares 3 
The Church in the News ....0.-...:.ccceee 4 
In the World's Eye .........:cccce Fer 
Musings of a Minister's Wife . eee '2 
Washingtonites test tei cich eres 18 
Texts and Comments .........:cccc:cccgeceesseeeees 19 
Across; thes Deskonaiti tetas. terete 22 
Stinday#Schoglit: ames eee een ne 26 
Books irene ee ae ee ee 27 
Vioung? Folkitcis dence terre oes renee 28 


NEWS LETTERS: 


Canada, Ohio, Rocky Mountain, 
California, Pennsylvania, Michigan ...... 32 


Nathan R. Melhorn, D.D., Litt.D., LL.D., Editor 
Miss Harriet E. Horn, News Editor 
Edmund W. Jones, Staff Artist 


Departmental Writers: 

Oscar F. Blackwelder, D.D., Mrs. Donald F. 
Irvin, J. William McCauley, D.D., Earl S. Rudi- 
sill, Ph.D., G. Elson Ruff, Litt.D., Julius F. See- 
bach, D.D., Amos John Traver, D.D. 


Staff Correspondents: 
N. Willison, Litt.D., George L. Rinklitf. 


COMMITTEE ON CHURCH PAPERS 


[. Benton Peery, $.7.D., Chairman; E. Harry Schirmer, 
Secretary; Theodore G. Tappert, D.D., the Rev. Charles 
K. Fegley, the Rev. Ralph D. Heim, Ph.D., Herbert 
C. Alleman, D.D., the Rev. Charles A. Linn, Ph.D., 
Edward E. Croll, Elmer F. Irey. 


PUBLISHED weekly by the Board of Publication 
of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

H. Torrey Walker, Business Manager 

A. J. Arbogast, Circulation and Advertising 
Subscription Price, $2 a Year 


Entered as second-class matter, Oct. 29, 1923, at the 
Post Office, Phila., Pa., under act of March 3, 1879. 


2 


William A. Passavant, D.D. 


Nor the least of the contributions which 
will accrue to the United Lutheran Church 
from its fourteenth convention in Minne- 
apolis, is the revival of the fame of Wil- 
liam A. Passavant—‘“Prophet, Philan- 
thropist, Pioneer.” We quote a sketch of 
his varied and always useful life written 
by the late Henry E. Jacobs for The Lu- 
theran Cyclopedia: 

“William Alfred Passavant, D.D., born of 
Huguenot ancestry at Zelienople, Butler 
County, Pa., October 9, 1892; grandson of 
the agent of Frankfort-on-the-Main in 
Paris during the French Revolution; grad- 
uate of Jefferson College, Canonsburg 
(1840); and of the seminary at Gettysburg; 
pastor at Baltimore (1842-1844), and Pitts- 
burgh (1844-1845); during student days, 
published the first Lutheran Almanac; and 
while at Baltimore was on the staff of the 
Observer; in 1845, began a small mission- 
ary periodical, which grew into a large 
family weekly, The Missionary, and was 
continued until in 1861 it was merged into 
Tue LurHeraAN of Philadelphia, of which 
he remained for many: years co-editor; 
founded at Pittsburgh, in 1880, The Work- 
man, of which he was editor at his death. 
His life was devoted principally to the 
founding and administration of benevolent 
institutions. 

While attending as a delegate the ses- 
sions of the Evangelical Alliance in Lon- 
don in 1845, he became interested in an 
institution of mercy, and founded in Pitts- 
burgh in 1849 a hospital, and, about the 
same time, an orphanage, from which the’ 
orphanages at Zelienople and Rochester, 
Pennsylvania, grew. In the interests of 
these institutions, and by the co-operation 
of Pastor. Fliedner of Kaiserswerth, the 
order of Protestant deaconesses was es- 
tablished by the introduction of several 
of the sisters from that institution. These 
were the first deaconesses in America; 
and, although this form of church service 
is now generally adopted by the various 
Protestant churches, it encountered at first 
strong prejudice on the part of those who 
pronounced it a symptom of Romanizing 
tendencies. Hospitals were founded in 
Milwaukee, Chicago, and Jacksonville, IL; 
and the orphanages at Mount Vernon, 


(Continued on page 31) 
The Lutheran 


The Convention's Worksheet 


AssuMING that the alibi of congressmen is correct, namely, that their empty 
seats during sessions of the House and Senate mean that they are at work in 
committees, then the convention of the U. L. C. A. is different. The representa- 
tives of the congregations are present visibly and accountably. They are hearing, 
speaking, and voting on proposals before them for decisions. Usually there are 
few absentees from the sessions, despite the numerous committee meetings. 

Furthermore, a great deal of pre-convention work is expected of each dele- 
gate. In order that a minimum number of days may suffice for the sessions 
required by the numerous reports and resolutions, the Bulletin is sent to the rep- 
resentatives at least ten days in advance of the opening of the convention. The 
major reports from officers, boards, committees and auxiliaries, and the audited 
treasurer’s report of each are therein communicated in advance. Each of these 
agencies is expected to relate its transactions and describe its opportunities for 
the two years of which the convention is the end. A statement of obligations and 
needs for the future two or more years is either implied under continuance or 
sought as part of the program for the next biennium. 

Each report is “presented” by a competent person and opportunity follows 
for questions and debate. But only the recommendations or substitutes for those 
in the Bulletin are actually read and voted upon. The delegate who does not 
study his Bulletin in advance is obviously inefficient. He will either be a mere 
“yes man” or he will reveal his lack of preparedness for the discharge of his duty 
as a representative of the United Lutheran Church in America in convention 
assembled. This year’s decisions will affect activities and principles of very 
grave importance. 
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INTHE MEWS ...-.-..-. 4y G Elson Kufy 


What price freedom? 

AMERICAN churchmen are beginning 
to figure up the probable cost of help- 
ing the European churches re-establish 
themselves. Protestants in France have 
already been set 
free from Nazi su- 
pervision, and those 
in the Balkans may 
soon gain their 
7 liberty. 

Baptists of the 
Northern Conven- 
tion have revised upward to $2,000,000 
their 1944 goal for post-war reconstruc- 
tion funds. They have also decided to 
ask their people to give $10,000,000 dur- 
ing the next five years for world relief 
and church extension. 

Methodists are completing plans for 
raising a $25,000,000 fund. Other 
church bodies are at work on financing 
proposed efforts to aid European Prot- 
estants restore their normal church life. 

Lutherans have so far been cautious 


on tackling post-war financial prob-- 


lems. Although the Missouri Synod is 
planning to seek $5,000,000, the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council earmarked 
only $100,000 of its 1944 World Action 
fund for the work which must soon be- 
gin in Europe. 

Sober evidence reviewed by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council representatives 
at a meeting in Chicago late in Septem- 
ber indicated that World Action bud- 
gets which have sufficed in the war 


years will by no means cover the needs ' 


during the years immediately ahead. 


Weekday classes 

As Sunday school attendances de- 
cline almost everywhere, attendance at 
weekday classes conducted in hours re- 
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leased from public school programs is 
showing a substantial gain. 

A summary published by the Prot- 
estant Voice shows 1,500,000 school 
children attending such classes at pres- 
ent. Two hundred communities in New 
York State report 300,000 pupils in re- 
leased-time classes; 108,000 of them in 
New York City and 73,000 in Buffalo. 

Such classes are now being held in 
forty-four states. Ten states have 
passed legislation permitting released 
time, and in the others the classes are 
conducted on the basis of judicial deci- 
sions and sanctions of school authorities. 


Salute the king 

LutTHERAN churches of Denmark 
heard their pastors read on September 
24 a statement prepared by Bishop 
Hans Fuglsang-Damgaard, primate of 
the Church of Denmark, upon the oc- 
casion of the birthday of their king. 

“On September 26,” the Bishop 
wrote, “our king celebrates his seventy- 
fourth birthday. He has lived through 
hard times with his people. Let us, 
with deep sincerity, pray for our king 
and his house.” 

The statement also protested German 
police measures and the deportation of 
“hundreds of our fellow-countrymen.” 


Peace report 

CurRRENT international situations will 
be studied by a recently appointed 
group of thirty-four, headed by Dr. 
William E. Hocking, who are to report 
at the Protestant peace conference in 
Cleveland, January 16-19. 

Another group to consider “the peace 
strategy of the church,” led by Walter 
Horton, will also report to the Cleve- 
land meeting, which is being held by 
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the Federal Council Commission on a 
Just and Durable Peace. 

Results of the Dumbarton Oaks 
Moscow, Cairo, Teheran, and other 
conferences will be considered, as well 
as proposed peace settlements with 
Germany and Japan. 

Resignation of John Foster Dulles as 
chairman of the Federal Council of 
Churches commission was not. accepted 
when offered last month. It was de- 
cided that his present involvement in 
the presidential campaign would not 
prejudice his relationship with the 
commission. 


Town and country 

In rural areas only 35 out of every 
100 persons belong to churches, where- 
as in cities 47 out of every 100 are 
members, stated Dr. A. D. Mattson at 


the first “Town and Country Church 
Clinic” held by the American Lutheran 
Church last month. 

Dr. Mattson, professor of sociology at 
Augustana Theological Seminary, Rock 
Island, Ill., has completed an extensive 
study of rural problems in the Lutheran 
Augustana Synod and elsewhere. 

Congregations of the American Lu- 
theran Church in communities of 2,500 
or less population are 72 per cent of the 
total, it was reported. An aggressive, 
co-ordinated program to meet their 
problems was asked at the clinic. 

Pastors were urged to preach soil 
conservation to farmers, as a type of 
stewardship clearly as important-to the 
nation as stewardship of money. Many 
rural churches have closed up because 
the surrounding soil has been “mined 
rather than farmed.” 


U.L. C. A. Church House Presented’ 


Transformed Morgan Mansion Received by Executive Board 


A BRIEF but impressive service during 
the noon hour September 22, formally pre- 


- sented the new Lutheran Church House, 


Madison Avenue at 37th Street, New York, 
to its occupants and dedicated the chapel. 
The Executive Board of the United Lu- 
theran Church was in session that day 
and its members and the “church house 
family” comfortably filled the chapel. 

The entire chapel and two-manual 
Moller organ was the gift of a New York 
business man, who elected to officiate at 
the devotional service the pastor who con- 
firmed him in his youth. His pastor is the 
Rev. Dr. J. A. Weyl, retired a few years 
ago after a long pastorate at Grace Church 
on West 71st Street. The other two par- 


' ticipants in the service were President 


Frederick H. Knubel and Mr. Edmund 


' Wagner, representing the “church house 


committee” of three devoted laymen who 
have shouldered much of the respon- 
sibility for decisions this past year since 
the purchase of the building from the 
Morgan estate was negotiated. Mr. Wagner 
briefly welcomed to the headquarters the 
officials and employees of the various 
boards and agencies occupying the build- 
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ing, and handed Dr. Knubel a key to the 
front door, signifying the completion of 
the assignment made last year to his com- 
mittee. Dr. Knubel then performed the 
act of dedication. 

The chapel, formerly the library of the 
home, is a gem of taste in architecture and 
furnishing, created by T. Norman Mansell, 
Philadelphia architect who designed some 
years ago the Chapel of the Living Word 
in the Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia. 

The very beautiful altar and chancel of 
Italian marbles replace the original mantel 
and fireplace, while the pews of walnut 
and cream blend nicely with the original 
green carpet and dull green tapestried 
walls. Some months hence the altar paint- 
ing, especially executed, will be ready to 
place. Meantime, a dossal takes its place. 

Headquarters housed in the structure in- 
clude the offices of the President, Secre- 
tary, and Treasurer of the United Lu- 
theran Church, the Board of American 
Missions, Board of Social Missions, the 
United Lutheran Synod of New York, and 
all New York departments of the National 
Lutheran Council and the Lutheran World 
Convention.—_N. L. C. News Bureau. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The British Water Works Associa- 
tion, troubled by the worst winter’s 
drought in twenty-five years, has just 
made a demand for a Minister of Water, 
with a seat in the British Cabinet. He 
would have an overall supervision of 
the “conservation, distribution and 
utilization of water” for all of Britain. 
At present there are over 1,000 public 
authorities for that job, and they are 
falling over each other. Water, the as- 
sociation thinks, should be viewed as a 
national, rather than a local, concern. 
It might be well if the services of Cap- 
tain Bennet F. Bule, at present at- 
tached to the Persian Gulf Service 
Command, were enlisted to handle this 
British problem. The captain was 
lately awarded the Soviet Order of the 
Red Star “for outstanding ability and 
professional skill in locating and de- 
veloping a dependable water supply for 
the Russian Military Service.” 


Manuel Secoane is a professing Cath- 
olic; he is also editor of Ercilla, Chile’s 
favorite weekly. Yet he wants to know 
why the U. S. government is “leaning 
upon the Catholic Church in its deal- 
ings with certain South American 
countries.” The editor thinks it is a 
mistake that a country, “predominantly 
Protestant, sends us delegations and 
diplomatic representatives that are pre- 
dominantly Catholic”; and he deplores 
“this attitude of favoring everything 
Roman Catholic” that is “making it 
difficult for Protestant missionaries to 
travel to South America.” Senor Seoane 
seems to think highly of Protestant 
missionaries and what they have done 
for Latin America. He also fears, for 
personal reasons, in our governmental 
attitude “the danger of strengthening 
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political clericalism on our (South 
America) continent.” At that, this re- 
sult may not be confined to Latin 
America. 


The Outlook for the Orthodox 
Church in Russia continues to brighten 
and expand. Recently Georgi Karpoff, 
head of the Soviet’s Council on Greek 
Orthodox Church Affairs, issued the 
following statement: “Priests may go to 
their parishes and may proselytize 
either in church or out of it without 
any restrictions except those placed 
upon any orderly citizens of the USSR. 
... They may officiate in private homes, 
and may perform baptismal, marriage 
and funeral services in or outside the 
churches.” Karpoff adds that the Coun- 
cil was established (1) that the 
church’s rights should be respected 
everywhere; (2) that the church may 
appeal for legal protection, and demand 
equal justice with all other organiza- 
tions. Unless there is a catch not re- 
vealed, this means that the Soviet has 
abandoned the restrictions of its Con- 
stitution against religion. 


The Discovery of a petroleum field in 
Britain last year seems not to have 
been a canard, or a joke played by 
nature. The British have been pressing 
their luck to such good purpose that 
they have ‘developed 300 wells, which, 
they claim, would furnish oil “suf- 
ficient for a fairly large fleet of heavy 
bombers.” Just how much the field may 
develop in the number of wells and 
gross production, it is too early to say. 
However, the government is sure to 
push this project to the uttermost. 


Those Who are interested in the 
agitation for Protestantism: in Latin 
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America will welcome a very recent 
message from the Latin American 
Union of Evangelical Youth in Buenos 
Aires. This message is not to be dis- 
counted because it comes from native 
Protestants; they are speaking from 
experience. The Union praises “the 
influence of Protestant missions from 
all points of view—spiritual, moral, 
cultural, social, educational, civic”; it 
claims that the missions “could hardly 
have been more beneficial,” that they 
even benefitted the Catholic Church. 
It asserts that “only theoretically does 
the Roman Catholic Church include the 
great majority of the Latin American 
inhabitants.” It warns that the “four 
freedoms” will be endangered by the 
suppression of Protestant missions or 
their slow strangulation. The Union 
states that a message similar to this 
was sent to our President a year ago; 
but that seems to have been mislaid. 


Goebbel’s Total mobilization decrees 
evidently mean what they say. In their 
progressive cutting out of less essen- 
. tial businesses, the closing of stores and 
the diversion of their trucks and per- 
sonnel, they have at last reached the 
field of education. This means more 
than the public schools. As of Septem- 
ber 19 the latest decree has closed 
eight universities in Germany and 
forty-three colleges; the terms of 112 
others have been reduced in number 
and length. With the close of the win- 
ter term, if they last that long, thirty- 
nine others will close, while teachers 
and students will go to reinforce the 
needy ranks of the army and labor. 


At Last British Jews are getting what 
they have pleaded for through several 
years. A brigade composed solely of 
Jews is being formed for active service. 
Jewish troops from Palestine, even now 
serving in the British Army, will be 
transferred to this brigade; others are 
to be recruited from Jewish refugees 
now in England. The Jewish Agency 


October I1, 1944 


for Palestine claims that 1,000,000 Jews 
are even now fighting in the various 
United Nations forces; 30,000 have vol- 
unteered from Palestine. This British 
action will likely increase the number. _ 


Queen Victoria was recently called 
back to fortify her people by a Mrs. 
Yorke, who “admits she is a born me- 
dium.” At Mrs. Yorke’s bidding the 
Queen told her-whilom subjects: “You 
are in great trouble, my subjects, but 
it will soon pass.” (Quite a revelation!) 
Questioned by a police sergeant, she 
sought to comfort him for the loss of a 
“brother Joe,” saying he was “with 
father, mother, sister and Uncle Charlie, 
who still had mutton-chop whiskers.” 
But the sergeant replied, “I never had 
a brother Joe, or an uncle called 
Charlie.” 


October ushered in Japan’s new re- 
ligious society—government controlled, 
financed and owned—which is designed 
to “increase the fighting strength of the 
people through religious fervor.” This 
is to be the Japanese version of 
“strength through joy” and a nationalist 
church such as was projected by the 
main Axis partner. Japan’s decree of 
Sept. 23 demanded the dissolution of 
“all existing federated church organiza- 
tions” (13 Shinto, 28 Buddhist and 2 
Christian). Since these were the result 
of the government’s original move to 
break down religious independence, 
this should not be hard to accomplish. 
This new “patriotic religious society” is 
headed by the Japanese Minister of 
Education, strangely enough, since 
there is no education involved, only ab- 
solute submission to orders. The way 
seems well prepared, even among the 
Christians, to judge from the review of 
a book by a Japanese Christian, Takeda 
Kohei, in the July 20 issue of Spiritual 
Issues of the War. Kohei finds no dif- 
ficulty in equalizing the Emperor 
(whom he calls “manifest deity”) with 
the Christian God. 


NOT FOR THE CHURCH 


Dr. Henry H. Bagger’s Convention Sermon Deems 


Gamaliel’s Laissez Faire Policy Outmoded 
Sermon at the Opening Worship Service of the U. L. C. A. Convention, 


Minneapolis, Minn., October II, 1944 


“Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a 


doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people... . 
. let them alone . . 


unto them .. . Refrain. . 


and said 
. for if this counsel or this 


work be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it .. .”—Acts 5: 34, 35, 38, 39 


THEN Gamaliel stood up—and thank God he did! Let me recall to you the 
story of that tense moment. Peter and John had been imprisoned for their bold 
and uncompromising testimony to their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Arrested 
by the Sadducean authorities, they were brought before the Council, ordered to 
cease and desist, and then released with dire threats. But, choosing, as they put 


it, “to obey God rather than men,” they 
and yet others of the apostles again 
“spake the word of God with boldness” 
and wrought many signs and wonders 
among the people. Re-arrested and re- 
imprisoned they were delivered by an 
angel of the Lord and, to the astonish- 
ment of their persecutors, morning saw 
them once more in the temple teaching 
the people! Again seized and hustled 
before the Council, they defended 
themselves in such forthright and 
angering terms that the members of the 
Sanhedrin at once took counsel to slay 
them. 

Then Gamaliel stood up! Rising 
above the vulgar passions of the hour 
and drawing upon the Jews’ own his- 
tory to establish his argument, he 
brought to bear all the weight of his 
great personal influence at the obvious 
risk of his continuing authority, if not 
indeed of his very person. “Let be!” 
he said, “The things of God are sure to 
make their way—it’s in their blood and 
being! The things that are not of God 
are doomed in advance—it’s in their 
very nature!” Wise words they were— 
and to them they agreed. Well it is that 
they did so. For who shall estimate 
what this victory meant, not only in 
terms of life for the apostles but for 
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the early Church as well? 

Wise words they were—and there is 
much of permanent truth in them for 
our own day: That force is essentially 
futile, that hasty judgments are liable 
to error, that truth needs no aid from 
persecution, that we do well to strive 
to learn the will of God in every crisis 
and at all times. Rightly do we warm 
to his appeal to a faith in the ultimately 
controlling power of God, consistently 
taught in the Scriptures. Wise words 
they were—so wise that, forgetting that 
they were geared to serve a particular 
situation, we are prone to look upon, 
them as the acme of good advice, as the 
concentrated precipitate of all wisdom, 
and make them our own abiding plat- 
form. 

But therein we err. Shall we, indeed, 
take his jdictum as having complete 
validity for our day and our activities 
and our attitudes? Was his answer the 
one we ought to make to the problems 
facing us as pastors and leaders in the 
Church of this generation? Is there 
‘something better than not striving 
against God or leaving alone the things 
that seem to be against His cause? Can 
we accept this philosophy and hope to 
see His Kingdom come in? 
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Or are we called to come out pos- 
tively for Him? Are we challenged to 
cake a bold stand against the things that 
seem to violate His purpose and spirit 
as we know them? Is not Luther right 
when he says that though “the good 
and gracious will of God is indeed done 
without our prayer,” we must pray 
“that it may be done by us also”? I 
‘think so! 

For Gamaliel, who stood in honest 
doubt and religious confusion, the 
counsel he gave was surely high- 
minded and humane. That he did not 
see his way clear to an outright es- 
pousal of the revolutionary cause of the 
apostles, is not to be wondered at. It 
was a brave word in a difficult crisis. 
Yet brave though it was, Gamaliel’s 
counsel really dodged the personal re- 
sponsibility of the hour. And in so far 
as it thus planted itself on solidly neu- 
tral ground, I term it a doctrine of “re- 
ligious laissez faire,” unworthy of uni- 
versal application. With it we cannot 
as churchmen be content to identify 
ourselves! 

In economics and political science, 
the doctrine of laissez faire is the teach- 
ing of non-interference by the govern- 
ment in the affairs of industry and so- 
ciety on the theory that things will 
work themselves out naturally to best 
advantage if let alone. It teaches the 
inevitability of progress through the in- 
dividual enterprise it claims to preserve. 
But it thereby cultivates and culminates 
in a dangerous indifference to respon- 
sibility on the part of chosen leaders 
and encourages a like indifference on 
the part of their followers. As Ward 
Shepard, in a recent issue of Common 
Ground, lamenting our thralldom to 
this fatally false political dogma, 
argues: “Every social reform confronts 
and must battle with the inherited su- 
perstition that impregnates economics, 
politics, science and morals alike—that 
the uncontrolled activities of men, by 
some miracle of “natural design,” au- 
tomatically create the good society into 
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which, without discipline or struggle, 
we are effortlessly moving down the 
path of linear progress.” From that 
dogma, as he declares, we must free 
ourselves if we are to cope with the 
corroding and destroying evils that be- 
set our civilization. 


POSITIVE ATTITUDE NEEDED 


Now in religious areas also the doc- 
trine of laissez faire is all too frequently 
found and is no less reprehensible. In 
a day of smooth seas and gentle 
breezes, we might permit ourselves to 
glide easily along, trusting God to 
bring His ships to port in due time. 
But is there ever such a day for the 
Church? Is not the Church forever be- 
leaguered by the age-old forces of the 
world, the flesh and the devil? And 
when are our own spiritual lives not 
threatened from both within and with- 
out? Will it ever do for us to act upon 
the theory that the good things of God 
are sure to prosper without our best 
aid? 

There are enough of our people who 
assume that attitude—but it will not do 
for us. We are rather called upon to 
bend every effort that both we and the 
Church move forward aggressively un- 
der the inspiration of God’s Word and 
Spirit. From some years ago, I remem- 
ber our own Dr. William A. Logan’s to 
me new interpretation of the text con- 
cerning the Church—“the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it’—not as a 
take-it-easy assurance that God’s in- 
terests will prevail but rather as a 
summons to a bold attack that will 
actually break down the gates of hell. 
It is in that spirit that I would challenge 
our text as our abiding platform. 

It is not enough to believe that the 
things of God, because they are of Him, 
cannot be overthrown. Nothing less 
will do than that we, as God’s men and 
as leaders of His people, rise up to re- 
inforce and advance them. But where? 
In at least four spheres. 


IN OUR OWN LIVES 


The challenge meets us in the sphere 
of our own personal life. Neither we 
nor those over whom and among whom 
we stand have even begun to attain 
sanctification. In our Victory Gardens 
we do not leave it to the vegetables to 
choke out the weeds: we cultivate the 
vegetables we desire and we uproot 
the weeds. Because we are called of 
God, planted in His Word, we shall not 
necessarily grow to full spiritual fruit- 
age. Rather, by constant practice of 
His will, must we “build ourselves up” 
and “keep ourselves in the love of 
God,” as Jude exhorts. Can it not be 
that the rank and file of the Church 
are no more than they are because we, 
its chosen leaders—whether as pastors 
or as representative laymen—are no 
more than we are? It is a sobering 
thought, well befitting our approach to 
the Lord’s Table. 


IN REGARD TO "TOLERANCE" 


The challenge meets us in the wider 
sphere of our religious faith as well. We 
live in a day of extreme religious and 
doctrinal tolerance. Loose teachings 
and practices are all about us. Do ec- 
clesiastical amenities demand that we 
shall take no cognizance of false wor- 
ship, that we shall so thin down our 
testimony as to risk no offense to those 
whose teachings we must deny or as to 
render it undistinguishable from the 
philosophy of the world? I would not 
bring back that intolerant era when the 
life of the Church was but little else 
than the waging of battles among the 
denominational companies of the Lord’s 
‘army. But I would urge that as evan- 
gelical believers we stand against the 
infiltration of our forces by emissarieés 
of the unevangelical or at best merely 
ethical and that our true Christian faith 
be vigorously voiced. We need to help 
our people distinguish between the 
saving truth which is ours in Jesus 
Christ and that which would masquer- 
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ade as truth. Education, science, philos- 
ophy are nothing else than false Mes- 
siahs unless they embody Christian 
theism and Christian principles of so- 
cial expression. 


THE NON-CHRISTIAN WORLD 


And there is the missionary and edu- 
cational challenge of our foreign fields 
and of our colleges and seminaries. 
That challenge needs to be met increas- 
ingly. It is not enough to say that if 
God wants the heathen to be saved, 
He’ll save them! We are His instru- 
ments, and ours is the task to serve Him 
the world over. But a fraction of our 
people really believe this or support 
the cause of world missions with either 
understanding or enthusiasm. In far- 
off Papua, however, the native converts 
to Christianity, whose whole pagan idea 
in making a gift had been to receive © 
one of equal or greater value, now give 
25 per cent of their offerings to meet 
needs outside their district and in ad- 
dition make an annual contribution to | 
the Australian Board of Missions. And 
Basil Mathews in his new book, “Un- 
folding Drama in Southeast Asia,” re- 
lates that on one atoll of the Gilbert 
Islands, in 1943, “they collected about 
$575 as their contribution to the work 
of the London Missionary Society in 
Africa, India and China. A few days 
later Japanese bombers blasted the 
islanders’ church into ruins. The mis- 
sionary suggested that they subtract 
from their world gift the amount re- 
quired for rebuilding their own church. 
The Gilbertese vetoed this idea and 
paid the whole amount into the So- 
ciety’s funds.” And what of us? In- 
stead of being half-fearful of the tre- 
mendous demands that the expanding 
work and far-reaching co-operative en- 
deavors of the National Lutheran 
Council and the Lutheran World Con- 
vention are sure to make of us in the 
re-establishing and extending of our 
Lutheran forces the world over, surely 
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we must look with eager anticipation 
to the great things God would permit 
us to do! And how paltry the amounts 
really are that we have spent in the 
field of education here at home through 
the long years—forcing our institutions 
by our penuriousness to make the pro- 
verbial bricks without the proverbial 
straw. How long must we fear to raise 
our financial sights and aim at really 
worthy targets of stewardship? A great 
day is before us. Pray God our own 
greatness may match it. 


CURRENT EVILS 


What of the continuing challenge of 
all the forces of evil that are at work 
all ’round about in society and indus- 
try? What of the divorce scandal and 
the disintegrating family, the desecra- 
tion of the Lord’s Day, gambling, the 
liquor problem, the euphoniously named 
“social evil,” lewd publications, the un- 
wholesome relations of capital and 
labor, low standards of housing and 
living, the unrestrained offerings of the 
“movies,” petty chiseling, political cor- 
ruption, and the many varieties of 
racial discrimination? It is not for the 
Church as the Church to lobby against 
them. It is rather the responsibility of 
individual Christians to ally themselves 
against them. It is for the Christians 
of every community to see themselves 
as the conscious leaven that shall 
leaven the whole lump. Good causes— 
causes that are in harmony with the 
high teachings of God’s Word—dare not 
be left struggling for lack of Christian 
support wherever, under God, we are 
set down. Pure activists we may not 
be—for the source of our Christian 
strength in devout worship must be 
kept clear and flowing free—but starry- 
eyed other-worldlings we may not be. 

In short, the rank and file of our 
Church—in spite of the achievements to 
which we gratefully point as we re- 
view the biennium now behind us—are 
pathetically inactive or at most only 


October II, 1944 


apathetically active in all these areas. 
Is it because they have, with our too 
uninspiring leadership as pastors and 
representative laymen, accepted the 
doctrine of religious laissez faire— 
Gamaliel’s counsel, “Refrain—if it be 
of men it will come to nought; if it be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow it,” and 
its corollary, “the things of God will 
care for themselves”? 


RECIPROCITY IN EXPERIENCE 


We speak with great concern of our 
returning veterans and trust that the 
religious impulses stirred in them, in 
many cases a new-found faith, may be 
utilized in the life of the Church. While 
we shall indeed welcome them with 
full hearts and strive to serve their 
needs, shall we not also lay upon them 
the responsibility of making available 
to the Church the resources of. their 
enlarged experience and outlook, bend- 
ing themselves to the task of the 
Church here at home as they have bent 


‘themselves to the cause of our country 


abroad? Yet can it be expected that 
they, with their “all-out” spirit will 
have any use for the Church or heed its 
call if we continue complacent and 
casual? We shall surely lose them as 
we have lost so many others unless our 
leadership and our membership alike 
place before them the example of com- 
plete consecration to what we hold to 
be God’s will and purpose. For we are 
not called to stand around but to flee 
some things in godly fear and to fight 
others with godly courage. 

No, the full teaching of God is not to 
be found in Gamaliel’s cautious coun- 
sel but rather in the unsparing and 
compelling words of the Master: “He 
that is not with me, is against me”... 
“He that gathereth not, scattereth” .. . 
“because thou art neither hot nor cold, 
I will spue thee out of my mouth”... 
and in the quickening word: “Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


“Above the Sorrows and Temptations” 


Jerry slid under the wheel beside me. 
As his shoulder brushed mine, I re- 
alized how tensely I was holding my- 
self. I made a determined effort to 
relax. 

“You're going to go through with this 
perfectly well, you softie,” I told my- 
self with a swift rush of self-contempt. 
“Stop thinking about yourself and 
whether you are going to break down 
and weep. Think of Sarah. Think of 
her mother. Think of a loving Father 
in Heaven. But for goodness sake, stop 
thinking about the way your throat 
hurts and your eyes burn. Behave like 
a woman and a Christian.” 

My husband must have read my 
thoughts. He smiled and put his hand 
over the two I was gripping together. 
“You're all right, you know. This isn’t 
easy for anyone, but we'll all live 
through it.” 

‘If only I could control—” I began, 
but my voice refused to carry the 
thought any farther. 

“T’ve had more practice in controlling 
the outward signs of emotion than you 
have, but believe me, this is one of the 
hardest things I’ve had to do for a long 
while.” 

There were many cars parked before 
the Gerber house. Sympathy or curi- 
osity? I wondered. But it was no use. 
Even trying to work up righteous anger 
at any curious folk who might have 
come to the funeral of Sarah’s baby, 
couldn’t relieve the tightness of my 
chest. For I knew there were few, if 
any, of her friends and neighbors who 
were here for any reasons but those 
that ‘brought me—the need to show by 
my presence that I was standing by 
and the hope that knowing she was not 
alone might bring a tiny..bit of comfort. 

“Chin up,’ smiled Jerry as he drew 
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up to the curb and allowed the under- 
taker’s man to open the car door. I 
tried to smile back. Today even the 
respectfully murmured, “They are ex- 
pecting you, Doctor Lathrop,” failed to 
make we want to grin. 

As the front door swung open ahead 
of us, Mr. Keene, the undertaker, came 
up to us. “The family are upstairs. 
Will you and Mrs. Lathrop—?” 

I shook my head and looked at Jerry 
inquiringly, “Not unless you think I 
should.” 

“Not unless you want to. Will you be 
all right here? Ill see you later, then.” 

Mr. Keene was trying to usher me to 
a seat in the front row of chairs that 
had been placed in the living room; 
but I didn’t want to sit facing the little 
white casket in the reception room 
across the hall. I motioned to him that 
I would very much prefer the single 
seat beside the Bensons near the fire- 
place. He nodded permission in that, 
‘Tm only thinking of your comfort”- 
manner of his. I sank down beside 
Mrs. Benson. We looked at each other 
in silence. Mr. Benson looked at us, 
started to speak, then thought better 
of it and blew his nose instead. 

The flowers were lovely, mostly 
dahlias and asters with all the bravery 
of autumn in their colors. Were they 
a waste? Should they have been sold 
and the money given to the poor? I 
was glad to know I could enjoy their 
beauty with only Judas to argue against 
it. Each basket carried its own message 
of loving sympathy. Somehow the 
mingled grief and love in the room 
seemed almost tangible. In the common 
faith and sympathy of these good 
friends, my sorrow was more bearable. 
I bowed my head and the naive little 
prayer I had prayed so often in the last 
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few days rose in my heart, “Bless her, 
dear Father, and give her strength.” 
This time I felt comforted, less des- 
perately intense. 

The murmur of voices stopped. 
Where I was sitting, I could not see my 
husband come down to the landing on 
the stairs. His voice seemed to grow 
out of, rather than to break, the silence, 
as he began the opening words of the 
burial service. 

The familiar scripture passages took 
on new meaning. “The valley of the 
shadow of death.” As a child I had 
always thought of my own death when 
I heard the words. The shadow of 
death had meant personal fear. Some- 
where along the way that fear had 
dropped from me. Perhaps it might re- 
turn; but for the present it was gone. 
The shadow of death had come to mean 
the loss of loved ones, then it had 
widened to include my friends and 
their losses. “Thou shalt fear no evil.” 
I won't be afraid for Sarah, I thought. 
She can take it. And if the words were 
colloquial, there was nothing flippant in 
my gratitude. 

Then Jerry was announcing his text, 

. . “all tears from their eyes.” God’s 
eternal mercy, glimpsed imperfectly in 
this earthly world of ours, revealed in 
all its beauty in the perfect compassion 
of His Son. He spoke quietly, with a 
tender conviction that opened windows 
into a world beyond the realm of sense, 
a world more real than the “reality” 
of flesh and blood, death and decay. 

I wished I had brought the children, 
or at least Mark, with me. Sarah has 
always had the gift of straightforward 
friendliness that knows no boundaries 
of age. Mark thinks she’s wonderful 
because she has treated him like and 
equal since we first moved to Borden- 
ville. She likes to fish and enjoys going 
with him and Tommy now and then. 

From the time we learned that the 
baby had the type of pneumonia that 
does not respond to the sulfa drugs, 
Mark has been like a caged thing. And 
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when even our prayers did not help, 
he was almost beside himself. All the 
why’s mankind has asked through the 
ages seemed to burst over him like a 
flood. Jerry talked with him several 
times, and he seemed to accept the 
Christian interpretation of these things 
almost too quietly. He seemed almost 
to be saying, “I know you believe it, 
and I’m too polite to argue. But I’m 
going to find out for myself whether 
it’s true.” 

Then we were rising for the familiar 
prayers and the blessedly less familiar 
one: 

Almighty God, the Father of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, within Whose arms 
little children were welcomed, and 
from Whose lips fell the gracious 
words that theirs is the Kingdom. of 
Heaven: Help us steadfastly to believe 
that this child whom Thou didst receive 
in holy baptism, hath now been raised 
above the sorrows and temptations of 
this present world, to be kept by Thee 
unto everlasting life, and to share with 
all who by Thy mercy serve Thee here, 
in the joyful resurrection of the just, 
and the bliss of the heavenly inherit- 
ance; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, Our Lord. Amen. 

After the benediction, I moved with 
the Bensons toward the door. A hand 
reached from behind me and caught 
my arm. I looked back into the tear- 
drenched eyes of my neighbor, Mrs. 
Haines. Beyond her stood her husband. 

“Mrs. Lathrop,” she whispered. “I 
just had to tell you that was the most 
beautiful service I ever attended. I 
just can’t say what there was about 
it, but—.” 

“It helps a little, doesn’t it?” 

“Yes, it does. And I wanted Mr. 
Lathrop to know.” 

‘Vll tell him, Mrs. Haines. I know 
he’ll be glad.” 

As I waited in the car for Jerry, I 
felt like a different person from the one 
who had driven up to the house a half 
hour before. 
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DISCLOSED IN THE WAR YEARS 


President Knubel's Report to the Minneapolis Convention a Scrutiny of 


Secular and Ecclesiastical Movements 


Ir was inevitable that two years ago this report would in a time of war give 
itself to discussions of combinations, of unifications. The wars have continued, 
and so efforts at unification have increased. We recognize now, for instance, the 
possibilities of international dictatorship in education, in science, We are warned 
also that philosophy can become too dogmatic and aim to cover everything. We 


are warned not to forget that life itself 
is complex, mysterious, and full of sur- 
prises. Unifications in the vast Pacific 
area have instilled “a new faith” among 
service men of all creeds and nation- 
alities; new brands of tolerance in- 
crease; “this was .called one of the 
greatest benefits that America will re- 
ceive from this horrible war.” Once the 
state condemned great combinations of 
business; now the state itself is at that 
sort of thing. Once rugged individual- 
ism was condemned, now government 
heads are themselves such individuals. 
In pre-depression days individual ex- 
travagance was condemned; now the 
government lavishes sums once un- 
heard. 


PEACE PLANS MULTIPLIED 


Two years ago we observed, and shall 
soon see new or supposed unifications of 
national security for life—life’s old age, 
unemployment, and other emergencies. 
Now again, however, like twenty-five 
years ago, plans multiply above. all 
things for abiding international peace. 
This is the characteristic combination 
of the past biennium. There are the 
four liberties, an Atlantic charter, and 
other alliances. In the midst of these 
arguments, however, an outstanding 
distinction gains prominence through 
such a leader as Sumner Wells calling 
for something different from any world 
peace ruled by brute force. It must, he 
says, be one based on. clear-visioned 
idealism, on moral law, on human 
rights, on liberty. These are two rival 
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systems of world rule. The second is 
greater than Vice-president Wallace’s 
warning against a struggle between the 
big three—big business, big labor, and 
big agriculture—which might bring 
fascism anywhere. 

Standing prominently above all of 
these combinations is every proposition 
for a just and durable peace which in- 
sists upon the maintenance of a def- 
initely Christian position by entire na- 
tions. This was instituted during the 
biennium by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. With it 
the name of John Foster Dulles is 
prominently identified. Prof. Dr. O. 
Frederick Nolde has written clearly 
concerning it. Of fine importance also 
is Christian Century Editor Paul 
Hutchinson’s “From Victory to Peace.” 
Dr. C. B. Gohdes wisely reviews it. 


CIVIC ENIGMAS 


This prominence of the Christian 
world-peace element is not of a sur- 
prising nature in a war where religion 
has been given a more prominent po- 
sition than was ever before a fact in 
history. This religious prominence 
grows maddeningly confused. It is sig- 
nificant to note, for instance, how great 
a switch has taken place in the story of 
Hitlerism. Only a few years ago the 
name of Rosenberg was supposedly that 
of a pagan chief, once denounced by 
Pope Pius XI. Now a headline says he 
turns to religion and counsels all Nazis 
to do the same. We remember also that 
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atheistic cartoons were copied a few 
years ago from Russian newspapers. 
Now a revived Eastern Orthodox 
Church is supposedly being courted by 
its government, and religion is to be 
cultivated in Russia for its world in- 
fluence. With breath-taking speed we 
suddenly have the Union of Soviet 
Socialistic Republics. Again, since Rus- 
sia and Japan are not at war, what may 
the early future tell us concerning the 
Church in Japan? What, furthermore, 
is one to dream religiously when one 
discerns Japan and China at war, Rus- 
sia and China possessing some kind of 
communism in common, and the lead- 
ers of China as Christians? Thus led, 
the Christian inevitably wonders over 
the future and his own faith in the 
world, over the relationships of some 
religions to one another, and over the 
World Council of Churches. 

I have often quoted the words of a 
wise and devout Christian to me. He 
said to me long years ago, “Watch Rus- 
sia,” referring to the fact that the Lord 
God had, so to speak, permitted her 
Church to sleep there for centuries. It 
has come back to me repeatedly of late, 
especially when observing what is tak- 
ing place with the Roman Church and 
her evident intentions during these 
years. It would appear that Rome is 
more observant of Russia and of China 
than of any other lands or continents, 
even South America. We need a far 
clearer understanding of the ever-con- 
tinuing care of Rome, with her lasting 
emphasis upon the supposed infallibility 
of the pope, upon her continuing call 
for the study of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
upon her true study of the human right 
to work. “Too long and too mutely 
have the divided Evangelical forces of 
the world stood by while the Roman 
Church has propagated and popularized 
themselves as the Church. The average 
liberal progressive Protestant is begin- 
ning to get very uneasy; but he is quite 
unequipped to make the answers, be- 
cause he hasn’t got the answers. There 
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are many political indications of just 
where, quite logically, the Roman 
Church, headed by the Vatican, is 
headed, and what they want—and the 
plain fact of the matter is that the 
United Nations, in many respects, are 
fighting for freedoms which this insti- 
tution historically and fundamentally 
denies. As in the days of the Reforma- 
tion, so again I believe the time has 
come for a great, clear, rallying state- 
ment of Evangelical principles” (Dr. 
Paul H. Krauss). 


TRIED AND FOUND WANTING 

The religious entanglements are 
clearly manifold. We need, however, 
an analysis of the Protestant situation 
itself. 
® “The nineteenth century Liberalism, 
which was introduced into America 
through such men as Ritschal and Har- 
nack, is disintegrating. A number of 
factors have apparently played a part 
in this decline: 1. A disillusionment 
with the merely philological and his- 
torical treatment of the Scriptures. 2. 
A recognition of the inadequacy of a 
merely ethical treatment of Chris- 
tianity. 3. The collapse of Liberal op- 
timism in the face of the world prob- 
lems since 1914. 4. The influence of 
Karl Barth and the dialectical theology 
of Europe. 5. A restudy and fresh ap- 
preciation of such ‘classical’ theologians 
as Luther, Calvin, and Aquinas. 
® “A Neo-Orthodoxy has emerged to 
challenge the leadership of Liberalism. 
The term is debatable, and there is con- 
siderable dispute as to who is and who 
is not a Neo-Orthodoxist—whether 
Barth or Brunner, etc. But the term 
may be used (and in fact is often used) 
to include all theologies which have 
abandoned Liberalism and embraced a 
more conservative, traditional position. 
In America this school is essentially 
Calvinistic (so Hromadka, of Prince- 
ton), although a modicum of Lutheran 
influence is observable in Reinhold 
Niebuhr (Union), and more in Wilhelm 
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Pauck (Chicago) and Otto Piper 
(Princeton). There is a tendency in 
Neo-Orthodoxy to emphasize the sov- 
ereignty of God after the fashion of 
John Calvin, to interpret the Old Tes- 
tament in a Calvinistic rather than Lu- 
theran manner, and even sometimes to 
ignore the positive fruits of a century 
of Biblical investigation. 


IN GERMANY AND SWEDEN 


@ “Comparatively without influence in 
America is the European Lutheran 
movement which parallels Barthianism. 
This movement had its inception in the 
Luther renaissance (Karl Holl, 
Heinrich Boehmer, Hans Preuss, Carl 
Stange) and in surviving emphases of 
the older Erlangen School; and _ it 
counts among its recent leaders such 
theologians as Karl Heim, Paul Althaus, 
Werner Elert, and Herrmann Sasse. 
The Luther renaissance has borne most 
notable fruit in the Lundensian the- 
ology (Gustaf Aulen, Anders Nygren, 
Yngve Brilioth), which is arresting and 
important for its clear apprehension of 
the teaching of the Lutheran Reforma- 
tion and of Luther’s place in the his- 
tory of Christian thought. Walter M. 
Horton (Congregationalist) and Nels 
S. F. Ferre (technically Unitarian) 
have done more than any other Amer- 
icans to interpret the new German and 
Swedish Lutheran theology, but quite 
a few of the Swedish works are avail- 
able in German translation and some 
of these (as well as Heim’s) have been 
put into English. (I cannot refrain from 
observing that it is a tragedy that Lu- 
therans in America have done, and are 
doing, so little to bring this new the- 
ology to bear on the American scene.) 
® “The significance of the rise of Cal- 
vinistic Neo-Orthodoxy for the Lu- 
theran Church in America seems to lie 
in this, that it provides a more whole- 
some and receptive soil for Lutheran- 
ism than Liberalism .did. The Neo- 
Orthodox theologians can understand 
Luther and the Lutheran Confessions 
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far better than the Liberals did. This 
is an opportune time, therefore, for the 
Lutheran Church to bear witness to its _ 
interpretation of the Gospel, in terms 
of a new appreciation of Luther and 
the Confessions, seen through the 
hearts and minds of the Erlangen 
School theologians (Ihmels, et al.), and 
interpreted, with the help of current 
European Lutheran theology, in the 
framework of the knowledge, method- 
ology, and needs of twentieth century 
America. I venture to say that the Lu- 
theran Church in America has largely 
(and unconsciously) capitulated to 
Calvinistic Fundamentalism (despite 
your exposition of the correct Lutheran 
view in the Second General Conference 
of Lutherans in America, 1902). There 
is a similar danger in Neo-Orthodoxy” 
(Dr. Theodore G. Tappert). 


WORD DEFINITIONS 


As said, we need such an analysis. 
We need to know what we mean by the 
Protestant situation, what is that Prot- 
estant word “evangelical,” that word 
“Gospel.” I heard Dr. Scherer pro- 
claiming on the radio that this is the 
meaning of what Paul was so richly 
trying to spell out by means of his great 
hymn to Christian love. To find out 
what Paul meant we must ask our- 
selves what it is that actually goes on 
when God loves. The Bible is made up _ 
of it. Paul says he did not get any of 
it from flesh and blood. God called him 
by His grace, and told it to him. The 
Gospel is not after man, nor received 
of man. It is by the revelation of Jesus. 

This Protestant Gospel is the power 
the world needs for a world peace. We 
may call it the gospel, the evangel, the 
revelation of God, the Word of God. 
This will differ little. They are the 
same. They are the material and the 
formal principles of the Reformation, 
always placing the material principle 
first. This our Church declared in its 
Washington Declaration as the evangel, 
fundamental to the Christian message. 
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Our Church also declared in its Balti- 
more Declaration what we mean when 
we call the Scriptures the Word of God. 
We have not departed in the least from 
these convictions. So we hear our radio 
preachers, like Dr. Scherer and Dr. 
Blackwelder and Dr. Roth proclaiming 
our Lutheran faith. So Professor Alle- 
man in the Lutheran Church Quarterly 
of this July writes about the “Bible as 
the Word of God.’ “What the Bible 
contained that gave it unity in all its 
parts, was the message of salvation.” 
“Jesus’ revelation of God is something 
more than the Sermon on the Mount. 
It is not His Words—though never man 
so spake—but His person in all its acts 
—words, deeds, life, death, and resur- 
rection—that shows Him to be the 
Word of God. What separated the Old 
Testament from the great mass. of 
ancient religious literature—much of it 
of richer quality and higher ethical 
tone—and what called forth the mono- 
graphs which make up the New Testa- 
ment was God’s disclosure of Himself, 
personal and corporate, for the purpose 
of human redemption which runs 
through it all.” 

So also we discern other Lutheran 
bodies in America emphasizing ring- 
ingly the Gospel, the Word of God. Dr. 
A. D. Mattson stresses in the March 
1936 number of the Journal of the 
American Lutheran Conference, “The 
Principles of Biblical Interpretation of 
M. Luther.” Even more emphatic is the 
fact that in this year four general Lu- 
theran bodies were choosing a new 
official title. Three of them significantly 
introduced the word “Evangelical” as a 
part of the title. 

In all of the American Lutheran 
bodies the missionary theme has been 
given an unusual stress, calling upon 
the congregations for a consciousness 
that their greatest need is a missionary 
training. Similarly one Board of the 
United Lutheran Church intends a con- 
tinuous emphasis upon personal evan- 
gelism in congregational life. 
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BLACKOUTS BY WAR 


Through the persecuted antagonism 
suffered by so-called Lutheran coun- 
tries in most recent years one need do 
little more than utter the names Nor- 
wegian, Danish, Niemoller, in order to 
recall the brave, vigorous examples of 
Christian loyalty. Those who have rep- 
resented the Lutheran Church in meet- 
ings of the Lutheran World Conven- 
tion know how in the very last meet- 
ings held, representatives of all coun- 
tries confidentially and absolutely 
pledged themselves in Christian loyalty 
to one another in hours never to be 
forgotten. 

Great have been and are the dif- 
ficulties of the Church of the Gospel 
ever since the Reformation, including 
the special difficulties of these years, 
the special difficulties in this continent, 
the special antagonisms from Rome, the 
special and continuing criticisms of 
Luther personally; nevertheless the 
solutions for a world at war are coming 
truly not from an infallible pope and 
from Jesuit zeal and wisdom, but from 
the Grace of God alone through the 
power of His mercy and His revelation. 
The Lutheran Church need not be 
ashamed of the living power of the 
Gospel. 


OFFICIAL ACTIONS 


IMMEDIATELY after the last convention all 
special responsibilities from that conven- 
tion were carried out. All commissions 
and committees were also appointed with 
the following exceptions. 


Committee on Plenary Convention 

Dr. Lloyd M. Keller (Convener), 2931 
Woodland Ave., Baltimore, Md. 

Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, 1600 S. 11th Ave., 
Maywood, Ill. 

Dr. H. Reed Shepfer, 610 Smithfield St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Rev. Charles A. Puls, 1025 Univer- 
sity Ave., Madison, Wis. 

Mr. Arthur P. Black, 1427 Eye St., N. W., 

Washington, D. C. 

(Concluded on page 23) 


WASHINGTON 


By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 


"WHO KNEW NOT JOSEPH" 


He had given nearly fifty years in 
the Government service. He had 
achieved the highest rating. He had 
walked with kings like Theodore 
Roosevelt and Joseph C. Grew. He re- 
tired some years ago. One morning he 
chose to visit his old office, now sub- 
divided into several smaller rooms. The 
chipper young girl in the front office 
wanted him to spell his name, indicate 
specifically his business and why. With 
his characteristic poise, he finally said, 
“Young lady, I don’t blame you, but 
this room of yours is only a part of my 
old office.” Time marches on! 


DR. KUNG 


Dr. Kunc, minister of Finance in 
China, was given the opportunity to 
address our Senate. He is the product 
of a Christian mission and later studied 
at Oberlin and Yale. He showed his 
raising in his Senate speech. He quoted 
Confucius and then used these words, 
which demonstrated his discerning fa- 
miliarity with the teachings of Jesus: 
“Peace and democracy can only be re- 
alized when the big have learned to 
serve the small, the strong the weak. 
In the words of Christ, ‘Whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your 
minister; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant.” 


This man was making a real speech as 


part of our Government demonstrated 
sheer littleness. Headlines blazed and 
radios screamed about WPB differ- 
ences; Wilson quitting and Nelson go- 
ing to China—while boys die at the 
distant front in battle. 
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SISTER KENNY 


Tus town is so used to celebrities 
that only the rarest make much im- 
pression. We remember the visiting 
head of a certain government before 
the war who was welcomed by a mil- 
itary parade, apparently to help get out 
the crowd. However, Washington does 
recognize truly significant people when 
they come around. And that happened 
last week in the visit of Sister Kenny 
of infantile paralysis fame. Few folks 
since we have watched this Capital 
scene caught the heart of the place as- 
she did. You don’t “build up” such 
people as Sister Kenny. High-pres- 
sured advertising would be blasphemy. 
She belongs to the true aristocrats. She 
is a charter member of the blue bloods, 
the healing fraternity. Her manner, as 
much as her achievements in her pro- 
fession, distinguish her. 


OUR KIND 


Lizut. Witt1am T. Murpny, head of 
our new Juvenile Bureau of the Police 
Department, is quite a character. Just 
for the record, any churchman must be 
interested in Lieutenant Murphy’s at- 
titude toward the church and religion. 
He asks parents of youthful offenders, 
“Is the youngster sent to church and 
Sunday school? .. . You can’t expect 
your children to know right from 
wrong unless they have some religious 
training.” He has three commandments 
for keeping children out of the delin- 
quent class: 1. Go to church and Sun- 
day school. 2. Obey your parents. 3. 
Stay off the streets at night. Strength 
to you, Lieutenant, and your sort. ~ 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


FORGIVENESS OF SIN 


Read Matthew 9: 2-8. 

Onty the sinless Christ can cancel 
sin. As the Son of man He is human— 
living, suffering, dying with and for us. 
As the Son of God He is divine—able 
infinitely to forgive and save. 


He hath been in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. Hebrews 4: 15. 

Jesus Unprerstanps. When we refer 
to Jesus as being tempted in the wil- 
derness “by the flesh, the world and 
the devil,” the inference is not that He 
had a “carnal” and therefore a “sinful” 
nature. Scripture distinctly states that 
Christ was “in all points tempted like 
as we are’—“without sin’”—into which 
latter it would be impossible for Him to 
be drawn. The “old Adam” in: us can 
be overcome only by the indwelling 
Spirit of Him Who triumphed over “all” 
temptations. 


Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do. Luke 23: 34. 

ForGIvENESS 1s Divine. Historic build- 
ings of Europe have been destroyed in 
rooting out the occupying enemy. War 
hysteria is as dangerous in its revenges 
as is conquest in its ravages. Christ’s 
method is to preserve the best in hu- 
man nature while destroying the evil. 
Instead of wholesale denunciation of 
the crucifiers, Jesus prayed for forgive- 
ness for the thoughtless among them. 
Mercy transcends justice. 


If ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
Matthew 6: 14. ; 

Gop Forcives THE Forcivinc. The 
RAF blasted the dams of the Eder and 
Mohne rivers, and the Germans broke 
the dykes of Holland. When thousands 
fled from the flooded areas both sides 
experienced the wrath of retribution. 
By a more spiritual law of righteous- 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


ness, the Ruler infinite gauges His at- 
titude. The merciful obtain mercy; as 
do the wrathful, wrath. Forgiveness is 
for the forgiving—as in the model 
prayer we supplicate, “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive them who tres- 
pass against us.” 


Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are for- 
given. Matthew 9: 2. 

Jesus Forcives Sin. The man healed 
of palsy was told to “be of good cheer 
because his physical restriction was at- 
tended by forgiveness of his sins. Sin 
is back of all “sins,” all evils, of body 
and spirit. It is positive—according to 
the Augsburg Confession—a “disease” 
that “causes eternal death to those who 
are not born again by baptism and the 
Holy Spirit.” 


And put on the new man. Ephesians 
4: 24, 

New CHarAcTER IS CREATED. The real 
Christian is not ‘satisfied with having 
his sins forgiven. Disrobing from his 
old rags, he puts on the robe of right- 
eousness, to fit “the new man.” “The 
old man,” says St. Paul, “waxeth cor- 
rupt after the lusts of deceit”; the new 
is “created in righteousness and holi- 
ness of truth.” After the Civil War a 
poor, wretched-looking colored woman 
was told she was free. Her listless ex- 
pression as well as her clothing and 
cabin soon were transformed as she 
shouted, “I’se free! Hallelujah!” and 
proceeded each day to prove it. “If the 
Son make you free, you shall be free 
indeed.” 


Heaventy Father, Who knowest our 
frame and rememberest that we are 
dust, look in mercy upon us for the 
sake of Thy Son Who has gone through 
the way of our shadows, deliver us 
from all temptations, and forgive our 
sins. Amen. 
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WAR’S CASUALTIES 


Sister NORA McCOMBS Converses About Wounded Soldiers 


TuE strain of battle, for some, is over. 
They are recuperating in hospitals in 
distant lands. To nurses they present 
tragic pictures—men with broken and 
mutilated bodies, perplexed and dis- 
turbed minds. The bodies of some will 
never be whole again nor minds free. 
For others there will be long months 
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Sister Nora McCombs 


of hospitalization before they are re- 
stored to normalcy. They do not com- 
' plain. They are thankful because they 
have come out of the battles alive. They 
are grateful for everything that is done 
for their comfort and the healing of 
their bodies. 

Many have found God very real. This 
gives them strength to go through their 
trying ordeals. They relate stories of 
the “battle front” and of how many 
times they escaped from enemy fire be- 
fore they were wounded. Some would 
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say, “Nurse, I always felt that God was 
near me; nearer than He ever was be- 
fore. One learns to pray when in battle 
or in danger.” 


A Much-used Bible 
® One day I noticed a patient reading 
from a New Testament that was worn 
and falling apart. I said to him, “Would 
you like a new book?” He smiled and 
replied, “I have another one, but I like 
this one best for I have marked pas- 
sages that have helped me.” These men 
are not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. When I was night supervisor, 
I made rounds of all the hospital wards 
between 7.00 and 9.00 P. M. It was sur- 
prising how many of the patients were 
reading Prayer Books and the New 
Testament. Many have found God, but 
others are still groping and have not 
found Him. “s 
® There was a boy in his early twenties 
who had lost both eyes. He was the 
most cheerful lad in the hospital. He 
made it a point to visit other patients 
who were depressed or homesick, and 
he brought laughter to their lips. He 
even teased the nurse. She put a ther- 
mometer in his mouth and then went 
on to other patients. When she re- 
turned he had taken the thermometer — 
out and put the wrong end back in. 
Was he as cheerful when he returned 
to his home and faced a future of total 
darkness? | 

Most of the men are brave and cou- 
rageous while away from loved ones. 
What of the future? 


Not Pity but Usefulness 

On my return to the States I saw 
some of the men as they set foot on 
American soil and they seemed happy 
to be back in the Land of Freedom. 
They were singing and laughing. I saw 
one young soldier with tears in his eyes 
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—his left sleeve was empty. But these 
men do not want pity; they want to be 
useful people in civil life. 

What is the church’s responsibility 
when they reach their homes? The 
church must hold these men who have 
found God. Its task will be to help 
them keep their faith and to develop 
spiritually. Then, and only then, will 
men receive real benefit from the sac- 
rifices they have made. 


Awarded Legion of Merit 


Brigadier General Michael F. Davis (left), com- 
manding general of the 78th Flying Training 
Wing and the San Antonio Aviation Cadet 
Center, pins the Legion of Merit on Chaplain 
James F. Patterson 


CuHapLaIn (Major) James F. Patter- 
son has joined the staff of the Army Air 
Forces Chaplains’ Transition Confer- 
ence Course at the San Antonio Avia- 
tion Cadet Center, succeeding Chaplain 
Austin L. Healy as adjutant. Chaplain 
Patterson, a student in the school in 
August, was presented with the Legion 
of Merit for “outstanding and merito- 
rious achievement as chaplain of a 
bombardment group” in North Africa. 

Major Patterson was graduated from 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia, Pa., in 1934, and served 
as pastor of St. Paul’s Church in Ann- 
ville, Pa., before he entered the army. 
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THE MEN'S VIEW 
New York Herald Tribune Writer 
Provides ''A Report on Chaplains" 


“A CHAPLAIN, who is not naturally at 
home with the men or who must stand 
on his sanctity, is under a great handi- 
cap. Trying to be a good fellow is a 
painful process unless one is born with 
that faculty. The Eighth spoke affec- 
tionately of the gentleness of several of 
their padres. They told me of one chap- 
lain whom they sought to take on a 
particularly rough mission because they 
felt he would bring them luck. The per- 


_ mission was, of course, denied; but who 


could tell the difference between a 
chaplain and a gunner all dressed up 
in flying clothes and flak suit? Ten 
hours on oxygen and flak would im- 
prove the pastoral technique of many 
an eloquent preacher. 

“Knowing the chaplain will be there 
waiting if they come back wounded is 
a real comfort. Knowing he is back 
there praying while they are sweating 
through a mission is a first-class bracer. 
Knowing he is around to clear up their 
personal troubles at all times is the 
gist of the airman’s appreciation of his 
priest or minister. 

“No one could tell me what effect 
the war in the air was having on the 
spiritual life of the men. All were cer- 
tain that the average member of a 
fighting crew took constant refuge in 
prayer. No one had ever heard an air- 
man scoff at religion. What the boys 
would do about going to church after 
the war depended upon what the 
church would do about taking an ag- 
gressive part in a realistic world order. 
Keep churches open twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days in a week ‘so a fel- 
low can go in any old time and brief 
himself for a tough spot’ was the sug- 
gestion of one lad.” 

—N. L. C. News Bureau. 

September 14, 1944. 
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Letross the Dosh 


By the time the copies of this issue 
are in the hands of its readers, the 
delegations from the constituent synods 
of the United Lutheran Church in 
America will be “in convention as- 
sembled.” The total number eligible 
for participation is 554; that is, 277 
clergymen and an equal number of lay- 
men. As far as is known at this time all 
the delegations will be filled. 

It is the valued privilege of Tur Lu- 
THERAN to express for those “on the 
floor of the convention” and for the 
congregations they represent, grateful 
appreciation of the work done by the 
Synod of the Northwest, its president 
and committees. The essentials for ef- 
ficient handling of reports and recom- 
mendations have been provided, and 
also the additional attentions which 
are manifestations of an abundance of 
hospitality and good will. 

While a resume of the proceedings 
of the convention cannot reach the 
readers of THe LUTHERAN prior to No- 
vember 1, some items of the conven- 
tion’s transactions will be reported in 
October numbers. In this number, the 
convention sermon by Dr. Henry H. 
Bagger and Dr. Knubel’s president’s 
report are published in full. Each of 
these will reward careful and analytic 
reading. Each is the reaction of two 
men whose positions admit them to 
close contact with the greater problems 
of these difficult times and whose faith 
and experience yield ability for correct 
interpretations. 


A HAPPY OCCASION 


On September 27 and 28 the Lu- 
theran Editors’ and Managers’ Associa- 
tion met in the Church House in New 
York, guests of the Board of Publica- 
tion of the U. L. C. A. This association 
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consists of approximately twenty-five 
members and embraces _ potentially 
though unofficially all the Lutheran 
general bodies in the United States and 
Canada excepting the Slovak, Wiscon- 
sin and Norwegian groups that are 
parts of the Synodical Conference. 
Manager Dorn of the Concordia Pub- 
lication House, Editor Sommers of the 
editorial staff of The Lutheran Witness 
(Missouri Synod), and Adolph Meyer, 
managing editor of the American Lu- 
theran (Missouri), were present and 
participated helpfully in the discus- 
sions. The Rev. Charles W. Ferguson, 
senior editor of the Reader’s Digest, 
spoke at the association’s dinner meet- 
ing. At that session the Publication 
Board’s Acting Manager, Mrs. M. A. 
Roberts, presided, and G. Elson Ruff, 
Litt.D., was toastmaster.’ 

On the topic, “Agencies of Lutheran 
Activities,’ President F. H. Knubel 
spoke concerning our Church’s inter- 
national relations and Executive Di- 
rector Ralph Long expressed the plans 
and operations. that will issue through 
the National Lutheran Council. Both 
men in their addresses recognized the 
trying conditions under which the . 
church carries on its ministry of the 
Gospel at this time, but neither is 
doubtful of the courage and resources 
of North American Lutherans to do 
their share of rehabilitation and exten- 
sion in the coming post-war period. Dr. 
Knubel does not believe that the unity 
which was given expression by the 
Lutheran World Convention in 1923 
and since will be wrecked beyond re- 
covery by the war. The labors of God’s 
servants that they contributed freely 
in His name were not given in vain. 
The fruits will be seen in a renewal of 
united efforts. 
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Dr. Long did not withhold the facts 
concerning the unparalleled needs that 
assail our churches in war-affected 
areas. He mentioned China in partic- 
ular. But the response of the North 
American fellow believers of these in 
stricken churches and mission fields has 
been willing, prompt and generous. 


DEPENDABLE FACTS PRESENTED 


A THOUGHT-PROVOKING part of the 
convention’s program was contributed 
by the paper prepared by Dr. Z, M. 
Corbe under the title, “Evangelical and 
Hierarchical Organization.” The data 
gathered for consideration consisted 
chiefly of facts involving the Vatican, 
the papacy and the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy’s political activities. THE 
LuTHERAN plans to share the contents 
of this paper with its readers. 

The subject, “Ecclesiastical and Sec- 
ular Authority,” which Dr. Adolph 
Meyer presented, dealt with moral and 
social activities as to which “the voice 
of the church” should be heard. The 
logical conclusion from its contents is 
_ some plan by which our several church 
papers can reach simultaneously the 
entirety of America’s and Canada’s 
Lutherans with information and plans 
.of action. The association deemed Dr, 
Meyer’s plea both timely and capable 
of some degree of response. A com- 
mittee “to implement the proposals” 

was authorized. 

The representatives of the United 
Lutheran Church who are members of 
the Editors’ and Managers’ Association 
heard with frank and sincere satisfac- 
tion the admiration for the new Church 
House which was expressed by the as- 
sociation’s “other members.” The en- 
tertainment provided by the Board of 
Publication in the new headquarters 
had the approval of all. The opening 
worship was held. in the newly conse- 
crated chapel and for business sessions 
the adjoining comfortably furnished 
rooms were used. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT-— 


Official Action in Biennium 
(Concluded from page 17) 


Committee on Personnel 


Dr. A. Charles R. Keiter, 512 Chestnut 
St., Lebanon, Pa. 

Dr, Henry H. Bagger, 43 N. Lime St., 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Dr. Zenan M. Corbe, 231 Madison Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dr. R. H. Gerberding, 100 East 22d St., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mr. Millard E, Gladfelter, vice-president, 
Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Vacancies were caused during the bi- 
ennium as follows. By death, E. Clarence 
Miller and E. F, Eilert as members of the 
Committee on Lutheran Relationships; 
KE, P. Pfatteicher and E. F. Eilert as.Com- 
missioners to the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil; by resignation, W. C. H. Tappert as a 
member of the Committee on German In- 
terests; Miss Mary Boozer as a member of 
the Committee on Statistics. 

Appointments were made of Dr. J. J. 
Scherer, Dr. Robbin Wolf, Dr. Raymond 


C. Sorrick as Commissioners to the Na- 


tional Lutheran Council. (For one meet- 
ing, of Dr, H. H. Bagger, P. C. Empie, Dr. 
C. B. Foelsch, Dr. R. H. Gerberding); the 
Rev. J. R. Nicholas as a member of the 
Committee on Statistics. 

The elections in 1942 required that cer- 
tain individuals, because of our constitu- 
tional requirements, withdraw from cer- 
tain agencies. Henry G. Deininger chose 
to be a member of the Board of Deaconess 
Work; Franklin C. Fry of the Executive 
Board; Paul J. Hoh of the Board of For- 
eign Missions; William C. Schaeffer, Jr., 
of the Board of American Missions; J, Earl 
Spaid of the Board of Foreign Missions; 
H. Reed Shepfer of the Board of American 
Missions; S. F. Telleen of the Board of 
Foreign Missions; A. G. Weng of the Board 
of Education. 

Prof. Theodore G. Tappert was named 
as an associate representative from the 
U. L. C. A. to the American Section of the 
Executive Committee of the Lutheran 
World Convention. 

Among the special visitors to the Execu- 
tive Board of the U. L. C. A. during this 
biennium was the Bishop of Iceland, 


23 


EDUCATION'S SHARE 


Church Colleges Seek Financial Support from Constituents and Beneficiaries 


As tocicat conclusions from the ideology which underlies the war and post- 
war effort in the United States, the boards of trustees of our Lutheran colleges 
and their faculties are engaged in appeals for money. Among these is Thiel Col- 
lege, located at Greenville, Pa., which has undertaken to provide the funds neces- 
sary for the erection of the Women’s Residence Hall. President William F. Zim- 


merman has announced, among other items 
published at the opening of the college for 
its fall term, that $110,000 has been raised 
for this project. The completion of the 
building is expected for February 2, 1945. 
The trustees are busily at work raising the 
balance of $84,000, so that the dormitory 
will be debt free. 

Announcement is also made of a build- 
ing project at Susquehanna University at 
Selinsgrove, Pa., which the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod will sponsor, and for which 
definite appeals will be made throughout 
that synod on Reformation Sunday, Octo- 
ber 29, 1944. Susquehanna has plans that 
call for the investment of $250,000. Of this 
amount $125,000 will be applied to a new 
building addition for instruction purposes; 
$69,500 for complete cancellation of in- 
debtedness; and $55,500 for endowment. 


Pittsburgh Synod Layman 
Pleads for Thiel 


Amongst very urgent lay advocates of 
increased facilities for Christian education 
at church-related colleges is the Hon. C. 
Hale Sipe, a member of the Pittsburgh 
Synod. Mr. Sipe believes that the con- 
stituents of the U. L. C. A—that of the 
Pittsburgh Synod among them—appear to 
be less cognizant of the obligations and 
opportunities for Christian service than are 
the constituents of other Lutheran bodies. 
In a communication directed to his fellow 
churchmen of the Pittsburgh Synod he has 
not hesitated to make startling compar- 
isons with efforts put forth in other por- 
tions of the Lutheran Church, of which 
their schools have been the beneficiaries. 
He does not believe that the membership 
of the U. L. C. A. is less capable of sup- 
porting the causes of the Church than are 
the members of other Christian groups, 
but more neglectful. He does not hesitate 
to advise them of their duties. 
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A paragraph from one of Mr. Sipe’s 
communications to his fellow Lutherans 
reads: “I close by stating my conviction 
that if we members of the Pittsburgh 
Synod have a proper sense of our respon- 
sibility to God, we will speedily raise the 
funds for the completion of the new dor- 
mitory and will also raise the funds to pay 
off the burdensome indebtedness which 
holds the college back—and will do it in 
this year of grace 1944. These are cer- 
tainly times when Christians should be 
willing to make sacrifices for things that 
are worth while in general and for the 
Kingdom of God in particular.” 


The Central Pennsylvania Synod 
Undergirds Susquehanna 
University 


Dr. Clarence E. Krumbholz, secretary of 
the Welfare Department of the National 
Lutheran Council, has written the follow- 
ing paragraphs in which he presents the 
church college generally and the financial 
campaign for Susquehanna in particular: 

The church college, in a sense, has been 
a war casualty. Its students have been. 
drafted or have volunteered for military or 
war industrial service, many of them in- 
terrupting their education to do so. Faculty 
members have been similarly affected. The 
college has installed military courses and 
accepted military units of students, both to 
help the war effort and to help to main- 
tain its own existence. Its regular program 
has been seriously interfered with, but the 
college has made heroic efforts to offer 
service to the youth of the Church. 

Now is the time for the Church to show 
its appreciation to the college and to lift 
it again to even higher levels of educa- 
tional standards and service. The college 
faces new opportunities. Returning service 
men and women will have the opportunity 
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Proposed New Buildings of Susquehanna University 


to complete their interrupted education. 
Others will enter for full courses. To meet 
the demands of a changed world, the col- 
lege will have to introduce new courses 
and possibly new methods. The church 
college will need to intensify its Christian 
contribution to the new world. The Church 
has a responsibility to its institutions. 

A financial campaign for Susquehanna, 
on the part of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod, is really long overdue. ‘Twice 
within the last fifteen years a synodical 
campaign was on the point of being pro- 
jected, but was deferred. Now the time 
seems opportune. During the history of 
the college from its beginning in 1858, a 
loyal group of alumni and personal friends 
of the college have stood by with sac- 
rificial gifts to their utmost ability. The 
faculty of the college have given sac- 
rificially, not only of their talents, but of 
their salaries. For three years within the 
last ten years they have given five per 
cent of their yearly salary toward the pro- 
gressive building of the college. 

As Susquehanna is a church college, the 
Church ought to rise gallantly to the greater 
tasks that a Christian school now faces. 
Susquehanna has an enviable record in its 
preparation of men for the ministry, of mis- 
sionaries for the Church abroad, of school 
teachers, doctors, scientists, and other vo- 
cations. The new day calls for further ex- 
tension of education to prepare students 
for community life and for leadership. 
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Dr. Greiss Honored 


At two services on September 10 George 
A. Greiss, D.D., celebrated his forty- 
fourth anniversary as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa. Not only has he 
served his church well, but he has served 
his community and fellowmen equally 
well, having participated in many ‘com- 
munity projects and served on boards of 
charitable and civic institutions. He has 
been a force in the growth of the Lutheran 
Church and has been president of the 
Board of Directors of Gettysburg Semi- 
nary for several terms, and the U. L, C, A. 
Board of Foreign Missions. He is a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Good 
Shepherd Home in Allentown. 

A fitting tribute to his work in this pas- 
torate is paid in the bulletin of the congre- 
gation for September 10 as follows: “Many 
events have been crowded into these forty- 
four years, new members have been ad- 
mitted into the church and many members 
have been called to their eternal reward; 
prosperity and depression, times of glad- 
ness and times of sadness have occurred 
during these years. Regardless of what 
occasion, if spiritual comfort or advice was 
needed, Dr. Greiss was always there, re- 
gardless of the personal sacrifice on his 
part. He has loved and served his con- 
gregation and his congregation has loved 
him.” 
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SCHOOL LESSON 


Deservant of Attention hy Nathan ®. Melhorn 


Topic for Adult Classes October 22 Deals with Religion and Education 
Read Deut. 6: 4-9; Prov. 9: 10; Matt. 7: 7-12; Luke 6: 39-45; Il Tim. 2: 15 


Tue subject as it is printed in the literature for adult classes in our Sunday 
schools reads Religion in Education. One could word it, “Religion is Education.” 
Or one might focus thought on, “Religion an essential of correct Education.” 


THE CHURCH 


There is also a political approach which can be stated, “The Religion of the State 


provides the basis of its Justice.” A fur- 
ther implication in the relations of religion 
and education is this: The permeation of 
our society by the truths that are ex- 
pressed in the Bible is what guarantees 
the progress upward of our social order. 


Education's Objective 


A cow’s education consists of teaching 
her how to find food. In due time she 
should learn to stand still and be milked. 
A horse is given a more elaborate training. 
Submission to a bit in his mouth and com- 
prehension of a few words spoken to him 
increase his usefulness and make him 
worthy of food, shelter, and a kind of af- 
fection. One observes that the profit mo- 
tive dominates such education. 


The Soul's Capacity 


One could not safely call Moses the first 
schoolmaster; but certainly the system of 
education established under his regime as 
leader and lawgiver puts religion first in 
its declaration of knowable and abiding 
truths. He recognized the spiritual char- 
acter of the being whom God made in His 
image, and started with instruction from 
the soul down. We have the record in 
Deuteronomy, chapter 6, verses 4-9. 

To appreciate the limitless inspiration of 
a system of education which envisions di- 
rect connections with God, imagine an ef- 
fort to teach a horse to fear God and keep 
His commandments. 
absurd that parents and teachers should 
propose an education from which religion 
is omitted make their pupils only a little 
higher than an animal. The Bible’s revela- 
tion places man a “little lower than the 
angels” and bestows upon him dominion 
over the works of God. 
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It sounds and is | 


Who Shall Teach 


Ideally, the church and the state should 
be equal partners in schooling the people 
to be believers in Christ and thus active 
in establishing His kingdom on earth; and 
to be intelligent citizens with capacity to 
establish and support good government. In 
Europe for a thousand years the church 
claimed the sole right to teach the people 
and made a mess of the job. The Reforma- 
tion led some governments to take control 


of the schools and use them for political ~ 


purposes. The founding fathers of Amer- 
ica saw in both these assignments an ob- 
stacle to the maintenance of a democratic 
way of life and implied a separation of the 
church and state in jurisdiction over pop- 
ular education. It was not expected, how- 
ever, that religion would suffer in the 
preservation of freedom of worship, that 
is, in the right to organize denominations. 

‘But an alternative can be employed. Let 
parents use their Sunday schools and ad- 
ditional weekday hours for instruction in . 
religion. Insist that teachers shall not 
teach anti-religious hypotheses, and give 
preference in institutions of higher learn- 
ing to instructors who do not abuse their 
privileges by an agnostic attitude toward 
the church and the Bible. Let parents who 
themselves are ignorant ,of the major 
tenets of Christianity be ashamed of their 
ignorance and seek instruction. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


October 16-22 

The Beatitudes. Matthew 5: 1-12. 

The Blind Leading the Blind. Luke 6: 39-45. 

Education in the Law. Deuteronomy 6: 4-12. 
. Ezra Teaches God’s Law. Nehemiah 

8: 1-3, 8-10. 

Paul’s Training. Galatians 1: 11-24. 
. Delight in God’s Law. Psalm 119: 97-104. 

aay Re Pcie 5 Il Timothy 2: 15; 
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BOOKS 


Christianity and the Crisis 


The Christian Mission in Our Day. By Luman J. Shafer. Friendship Press. [168 pages. $1. 
AFTER presenting a concise, pointed, and illuminating interpretation of the nature 
of the crisis which marks the contemporary situation, Dr. Shafer singles out the leading 


features which account for the crisis. 


Secularism is set forth as a world problem which can only accentuate the evils 


undermining both culture and civilization. 
Various alternatives are given as means 
for continuing the cycle of civilization, 
e.g., the attempt to perpetuate the present 
system; the effort to revive the balance- 
of-power system; and, the endeavor to 
give substance to a co-operative system. 

It is the last of these options which the 
author stresses, saying: “From the stand- 
point of Christian faith, a co-operative 
world order must be universal in scope 
and inclusive of all humanity if in. the 
long run it is to be crowned with suc- 
cess. ... It is no accident that what is 
demanded by Christian faith is also re- 
quired by the actual situation.” 

It is in the light of his conviction that 
the Christian faith offers the only prac- 
tical basis of hope for the future that the 
role of the “world church” is advocated. 
- Here he finds particular significance in the 
part the “younger churches” will play. 

The Christian Mission in Our Day is an 
able and persuasive presentation of the 
relevance of the Christian faith to the 
needs of our time. It gives a strong pic- 
ture of the potentialities of the Church. 
A section at the end headed “Questions 
for Thought and Discussion” increases the 
value of the book for the individual reader 
and makes it an excellent guidebook for 
group work. 

Wiuit1am Van Horn Davies. 


Religious Enthusiasm 


Revivalism in America. Its Origin, Growth 
and Decline. By William Warren Sweet. 
Scribner. 192 pages. $2. 


REVIVALISM is a product of the American 
environment. This thesis of Peter G. Mode, 
who was in turn influenced by Frederick 
J. Turner, is here expounded and elabor- 
ated by Professor Sweet. With the disap- 
pearance of the frontier and the rise of the 
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cities, revivalism was either modified or 
abandoned. Meanwhile it made many con- 
tributions to American life, pre-eminent 
among them the extension of religion to 
the common man, which enabled the 
churches to wield increasing influence in 
and on society. 

Calvinistic rather than Arminian preach- 
ers were the most prominent leaders, but 
this curious situation was possible only 
because they diluted the Westminster 
Confession and rejected the doctrine of ° 
election. Accordingly the revivals resulted 
in large numerical increases for the Bap- 
tists, Methodists, and Disciples rather than 
for the Presbyterians. : 

That this slender volume is addressed 
to the general reading public rather than 
to specialists is due, in part at least, to the 
fact that it has grown out of a series of 
lectures. Here and there the style betrays 
its origin. The discussion does not pretend 
to be exhaustive, but it does rest upon 
many “admirable studies of single re- 
vivals” and on investigations by the author 
himself. 

The first and second awakenings are 
treated with relative fullness. Revivalism 
since the Civil War is sketched in one 
brief chapter, presumably because “we are 
too near the era of the vocational evan- 
gelists to appraise correctly their contri- 
bution.” The author is aware that “the 
waning of revivalism in most of the large 
evangelical bodies has been one of the 
principal factors in creating numerous new 
revivalistic sects,” but thorough investiga- 
tion of this important matter is yet to be 
undertaken. 

For the serious student this book offers 
a convenient summary of the present state 
of knowledge in this area. It is adequately 
documented and furnished with a selected 
bibliography and index. T. G. Tappert. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


WHERE OUR HYMNS CAME FROM—colossians 3: 16 


ANCIENT CHRISTIAN HYMNS 


Writine a letter to the Emperor Trajan 
about A. D. 110 Pliny describes the sing- 
ing of hymns by the early Christians. He 
testifies that they praised Christ as God. 
Some of these hymns of praise are still 
used by the Church. Among them are 
The Gloria in Excelsis, The Gloria Patri, 
The Sanctus, The Nunc Dimittis, which is 
Simeon’s song, recorded in Luke 2: 29; 
The Magnificat, which is the Virgin Mary’s 
song, recorded in Luke 1: 46; The Te 
Deum, by an unknown author and dating 
from very early times; and The Benedictus, 
which is the song of the aged priest 
Zacharias on the birth of his son, John the 
Baptist. 

The only hymn that has come down to 
us fairly complete from other than Biblical 
authorship, dating from the first centuries 
is “Shepherd of Tender Youth” by Titus 
Flavius Clemens, probably written about 
A. D. 220. 


GREEK HYMNS 


Strange to say, there was more produc- 
tion of hymns by heretics than by the 
orthodox up to the time of Constantine’s 
conversion. Just as political songs are 
used as propaganda, so heretics used their 
hymns to make converts. After the empire 
became Christian, many Greek hymns 
were written to aid in the development of 
the elaborate worship services of the 
church. Among the writers were Anato- 
lius, who died in 458 (C..S. B. 48, 458); St. 
Andrew of Crete, who died in 732 (73); 
St. John of Damascus, died about 780, the 
greatest of the Greek hymn writers (108, 
115); possibly St. Stephen, nephew of St., 
John, who is traditionally the writer of 
one hymn that we sing (72). 


LATIN HYMNS 


The writers of the first Latin hymns 
were contemporaries with the above-men- 
tioned Greek hymn writers. Among them 
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were St. Ambrose, died about A. D. 397 
(359, 456); Prudentius, died 413, called the 
father of Christian poetry (20). These 
Latin hymns increased in’ number until 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries, their 
golden age. Then they began to fade away 
till their period is said to close with the 
fifteenth century. 

The most popular of the later Latin 
hymn writers was Bernard of Cluny, died 
about 1156 (526, 527, 528); Thomas of 
Celano, died 1255, also has a hymn that 
has come down to us (185). Fortunatus 
lived much earlier, before 609 and left us 
two hymns (91, 118). 


GERMAN HYMNS 


It was the Reformation that most in- 
spired the writing of hymns, and Luther 
himself took the lead. here are no less 
than seven of his hymns in our Common 
Service Book (18, 19, 110, 146, 167, 195, 
317). The enemies of Luther said that he 
sang his Reformation into the hearts of 
the German people. 

Next to Luther would come Paul Ger- 
hardt, who died in 1676. The long illness 
of his wife and the loss of his five chil- 
dren, and finally his dismissal from his 
pastorate to a humble field where he was 
treated very unkindly—all contributed to’ 
his understanding of human suffering. His 
hymns are still a consolation and encour- 
agement to uncounted thousands. There 
are fifteen of his hymns in our service 
book. (The list may be found under his 
name, page 593.) 

Zinzendorf and Spitta are two others of 
the outstanding German contributors to 
our modern hymnody. (Examples are 209, 
260, 267, 258, 268, 362.) 


OTHER NATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Scandinavian Lutheran countries 
have shared in the supply of hymns for 
our singing, but, of course, it is the English 
and American writers who most fully meet 
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our needs. Translations seldom are quite 
as satisfactory as originals. It was neces- 
sary to throw off the yoke of the Hebrew 
psalms. Even yet there are Christians who 
believe our singing should be restricted to 
the psalms. Bishop Ken, died 1711, was 
one of the first successful writers of Eng- 
lish hymns (449, 471). Isaac Watts, died 
1748, divides honors with the Wesley 
brothers, John and Charles, as the most 
prolific writers. But the title of “Father of 
English Hymnody” rightly goes to Watts. 
It is interesting to know that he was chal- 
lenged to write his first hymns when he 
ventured to criticize the crude versifica- 
tion of the psalms sung in his home 
church. “Give us something better,” they 
said; and he did—hymns that will live for 
ever. (See page 597.) 

It is quite impossible within the limits 
of this page to continue the catalog of 
hymn writers down to the present. They 
include Newton, Cowper, Perronet, Top- 
lady, Montgomery, Marriott, Heber, Miss 
Elliott, Lyte, Mrs. Adams, Palmer, Bonar, 
Miss Borthwick, Miss Winkworth (our best 
translator), Miss Havergal, and some of 
still later date. The index of authors is 
found on pages 591-597. 

Many American writers could be added, 
and some few of quite recent date. Henry 
~ Kyster Jacobs (190, 336, 397); Dr. F. F. 
Buermeyer (570); Dr. John Mattes, six 
translations; Dr. F. M. North (235); Dr. 
J. F. Ohl (454); Dr. Luther D. Reed, pres- 
ident of the Philadelphia Seminary (196); 
all of whom belong to our times. The 
policy of our Common Service Book Com- 
mittee has been to await the test of time 
before adding a hymn to our collection. 

Our hymns have come from sources as 
wide as humanity. Not even credal tests 
are made against the writer. If the hymn 
itself is true to the Gospel and will inspire 
the singer to greater love and loyalty to 
Christ, that is enough. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, October 22. The 
material offered is intended as a source 
for building a song service. Select hymns 
from a variety of sources. For a history 
of hymns see “Lyric Religion,” by Smith, 
or “The Story of Hymns and Tunes,” by 
Brown and Butterworth. Numbers used 
refer to the Common Service Book. Next 
topic, “We Cannot Do Otherwise.” 
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Thiel College 


Thiel College, Greenville, Pa., had a 20 
per cent increase in students, due almost 
entirely to the gain in Lutheran students. 
This year almost 60 per cent of the stu- 
dents came from the Lutheran churches of 
the Pittsburgh Synod. 

During the summer months, the Rev. 
George A. Reese served capably as field 
representative. September 1 he began his 
ministry at Trinity Church, Butler. 

September 12, .the “Faculty Workshop” 
concentrated on the subject, “Education 
for the Returning Veteran.” The discus- 
sion leaders were, K. S. Covey, manager, 
Veterans’ Administration, Pittsburgh; and 
Dean Stanton C. Crawford, Liberal Arts 
College, University of Pittsburgh. There 
are two veterans in the freshman class who 
are receiving benefits derived by the fac- 
ulty from the “Faculty Workshop.” 

$110,000 has been raised since last fall 
for the completion of the Women’s Res- 
idence Hall. This hall will be completed 
February 2, 1945. The trustees are busily 
at work raising the balance of $84,000 so 
that the dormitory will be debt free. 


Deaconess Secured 


Arter three years of waiting St. Mark’s 
Church, Auburn, Ind., the Rev. Allen K. 
Trout pastor, has secured the services of 
a deaconess in the person of Sister Louise 
Clare Schultz. She began her work August 
first and came prepared to assist the pas- 
tor in enlarging the religious educational 
program of the congregation. She is a 
graduate of the Baltimore Deaconess 
Motherhouse in 1932, and prior to entering 
the service she was in business for fifteen 
years in New York City. 

After graduating from the Motherhouse, 
she served Reformation Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C., and was recalled for larger work 
with the Baltimore Inner Mission Society, 
doing family welfare and juvenile delin- 
quency work, This is the first opportunity 
Indiana has had for the services of a full- 
time deaconess. 

A reception was held at the church on 
the evening of September 21, when Sister 
Louise was welcomed by the church and 
its auxiliaries. She was officially installed 
at the regular church service on Sunday, 
September 24, AME “T, 
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Church Aid Advocated 


1944 Inner Mission Conference Advised by Prominent Leaders 


For those of the church interested in the 
entire field of Inner Missions, the 1944 
conference sponsored by the Board of In- 
ner Missions of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania was an inspiring and informative 
event. Held on the grounds of the Lan- 
kenau School for Girls in Philadelphia, 
it attracted delegates from the entire 
synod. The program gave an insight into 
the opportunities facing the church today, 
and inspiration to take up its tasks. 

The Rev. William R. Seaman, S.T.D., 
pastor of Emmanuel Church, Souderton, 
Pa., served as chaplain for the conference. 
The specially prepared services and med- 
itations inspired and maintained a deep 
feeling for the Christian realities from 
which the tasks of the day ought be sur- 
veyed and upon which all work must be 
grounded. 

The program was divided between gen- 
eral and group sessions. The former were 
devoted to these subjects: “How the 
Church Can Meet the Needs of the Re- 
turning Service Men,” “The Church and 
the Community,” and “The Church Looks 
to the Country.” 

The first, conducted by the Rev. Luther 
S. Woodward, Ph.D., field consultant of the 
National Committee for Mental Hygiene, 
outlined a very practical program for the 
local church. He said, “Since about a mil- 
lion and a half men have already been 
discharged, the problem is already real. 
The returning service man needs a genuine 
sense of being welcome. He won’t care 
for a blaring celebration. If he has an 
obvious handicap, he will want to be 
treated as an essentially competent per- 
son, which, in fact, he will be, rather than 
being deluged with misplaced sympathy. 

“Pastors ought to prepare families for, 
the changes that will have taken place in 
the personality and life of the service man. 
The youth that went off to war will return 
a mature and seasoned adult. He will want 
freedom from petty regulation. They (the 
family) must also be reassured about the 
man discharged for ‘psychological’ reasons. 
The nervous disability that makes a man 
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unfit for military service does not neces- 
sarily mean that he is mentally ill, or that 
he is unfit for ordinary civilian activity. 
A small percentage of men so discharged 
are actually ill. 

“Pastors should acquaint themselves 
with all available community resources, 
so that they will be able to refer men to 
the proper agencies for help.” 


A Dangerous Tendency 

Dr. Millard E. Gladfelter, vice-president 
of Temple University, discussed the re- 
lationship of the church to its community. 
He prefaced his discussion with a review 
of world-wide movements which affect the 
church. Significant among them is the 
tendency of national governments to dom- 
inate the field of education, ordinarily a 
local affair. Russia and China were cited 
as examples. Our own government is go- 


ing in the same directidén. It is entering : 
the field of adult education, and is plan- ~ 


ning extensive expansion of the program 
in the post-war period. More and more 
men and women will be selected for edu- 
cation at government expense. 

“The church in order to regain and 
maintain its position of leadership in the 
community should accept government 
funds when they shall become available 


and administer them as a community 


agency. One of the obvious gaps in urban 
social life which the church can fill is the 
cultural and educational development of 
the community. Circulating libraries, art 
and craft classes are within the domain 
of the church if it will accept and admin- 
ister the means which will be placed at 
its command.” 


Small Farms 


The last general session, which aroused 
the most discussion, centered on the rural 
church situation. Mr. George F. Hellick, 
Easton business executive, shared the re- 
sults of his careful study of the conditions 
in Pennsylvania. He pointed to the de- 
parture of the youth from the farms to 
the cities, and its effect on the church. 
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He deplored the present tendency of the 
government to encourage the collectiviza- 
tion of farming, and advocated in its place 
the small farm. In addition he emphasized 
the importance of training the farm youth 
in State Farm Schools. Only by stabilizing 
the farm population is it possible to con- 
tinue the success of the church in rural 
areas. Mr. Hellick’s presentation met with 
the approval of the representatives of 
rural churches. 

An interesting series of group discus- 
sions interspersed the general sessions. 
The Rev. Herman Keiter, Ph.D., professor 
of sociology at Hartwick College, Oneonta, 
N. Y., presented two papers. One was 
devoted to a study of race relations and 
emphasized the importance of the present 
opportunities facing the church in the 
larger urban centers with respect to the 
Negroes. The other was “Lutheran World 
Action.” 

The Rev. Carl Schindler, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, shared his 
wide experience in the field of Psychiatry 
with the pastoral group, and discussed at 
length the responsibilities of, a pastor to 
the emotionally disturbed. 


Foster Parents 


Mr. Howard W. Hopkirk, executive di- 
rector of the Child Welfare League of 
America, discussed “Essentials of Substi- 
tute Parents” with church social workers, 
and representatives of congregational 
Inner Mission Committees. 

Miss Helen Markell, counselor at the 
Girls’ High School, Philadelphia, outlined 
practical considerations for laymen and 
women interested in home visiting in the 
local parish. 

Greetings were brought to the confer- 
ence by Emil E. Fischer, D.D., president 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania; Gus- 
tavus H. Bechtold, D.D., executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Inner Missions; the 
Rev. Nathan Yerger, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Quakertown, chairman of the 
committee. 


William A. Passavant, D.D. 


(Continued from page 2) 
N. Y.; Germantown, Pa.; and Boston, 
Mass., owed their beginnings more or less 
to his agency. 
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In. the: educational interests of the 
Church, he founded and fostered Con- 
noquenesing Academy at Zelienople and 
Thiel Hall at Water Cure, Beaver County, 
the latter of which, by the generosity of 
A. Louis Thiel, acting under his sugges- 
tions, became in 1870 Thiel College at 
Greenville, Pa. The first steps toward the 
founding of the Theological Seminary at 
Chicago were taken and the ground for it 
presented by him in 1868, although the 
seminary did not open until 1891. For his 
various institutions he secured over 
$1,000,000. During the Civil War he co- 
operated with Miss Dorothea L. Dix and 
others in the care of the sick and wounded 
soldiers. 

He was the founder of the Pittsburgh 
Synod, one of the founders of the General 
Council, and the chief organizer of the 
home mission work of both bodies. He had 
superior gifts as a preacher. 

He died in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1894. 


‘Rededication at Medford 


Medford, Ore. A newly decorated 
church, rich in color and adorned with 
many traditional Christian symbols, 
greeted worshipers at Zion Church, Med- 
ford, Ore., the Rev. Karl W. Brockhaus 
pastor, when they gathered September 24 
for a special service of rededication at 
which the Rev. James C. Suter of Port- 
land preached the sermon. 

All the decorative work was planned 
and executed by Mr. E. A. Stamm, a mem- 
ber of the congregation, who has had forty 
years’ experience in the field of interior 
decoration and worked on innumerable 
churches and cathedrals both in this coun- 
try and abroad. The project took form 
and grew out of the initiative and interest 
of the men of the Brotherhood, who spent 
many an evening of hard labor in the 
erection of scaffolds, cleaning, and other 
work connected with an effort of this kind. 
The entire chancel and auditorium of the 
church with the exception of the wood- 
work was renovated. 

In taking over the project at Zion, Med- 
ford, Mr. Stamm planned his designing 
around the beautiful life-size portrait of 
Christ which holds a central place above 
the altar and was presented by Dr. Leroy 
C. Jensen, in memory of his father. 
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The Church, Educational Institutions and Chaplaincies in Canada 


ANOTHER summer has come to a close. 
In many ways it has been a good season. 
Farmers of Canada have been granted a 
record crop, and general prosperity has 
prevailed. In places there has been some 
freaky weather and some crops have been 
destroyed by storms and too much rain. 
I am informed that recent rains in Mani- 
toba must total a fall of twenty inches and 
that fields are covered with water with the 
stooks still there. It would be difficult to 
imagine any experience more discouraging 
than that of the farmer who has seen a 
remarkable crop maturing and has built 
his hopes for the year on what it would 
bring him who must then stand helplessly 
by and witness its utter ruin by a sudden 
storm. There are many grounds for anx- 
iety in the minds of men who till the soil. 
There should be fervent thanksgiving 
when all ends well. 


Vigorous Church Life 


In church life the summer has seen vig- 
orous activity. Our Canadian synods have 
held their conventions and have listened 
to reports of unusual progress. There have 
been record increases in benevolence con- 
tributions and a great development in the 
spirit of good fellowship and the desire 
for co-operative endeavor. The Home Mis- 
sion Conference promoted by the National 
Lutheran Council that was held in Sas- 
katoon in July was unprecedented in its 
outlook, its insight and its resolution for 
concerted action in the Canadian mission 
and educational fields. The unanimity 
manifested was inspiring. Then there was 
the Pastoral Institute under. the auspices 
of the Manitoba Synod to which the Board 
of Education, the Board of Social Mis- 
sions and the Women’s Missionary Society 
of the U. L. C. A. sent very able lecturers 
in the persons of Dr. A. A. Zinck, Dr. 
Oscar Carlson and Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, 
respectively. This also was held at Sas- 
katoon. 

The Seminary at Saskatoon was also host 
to conventions of the Luther Leagues of 
the Augustana Synod and the American 


32 


By N. Wit.ison 


Lutheran Church. Young people gathered’ 


in large numbers at summer camps in all 
parts of the church in Alberta, Saskatche- 
wan, Manitoba and Ontario. The Manitoba 
League has acquired a camp site of its 
own and is very happy over the new pos- 
sibilities. So is the Luther League of the 
Canada Synod, which, with the help of the 
synod, at a cost of $10,000, has secured a 
camp property in the vicinity of the City 
of Guelph. Young Lutherans everywhere 
are on the alert. 


Educational Centers 


The seminaries at Saskatoon are making 
special arrangements to meet their res- 
idence needs. Dr. Iver Iversen, the pro- 
fessor in New Testament courses, has been 
called to Luther Seminary, Minneapolis. 
His place will be taken at Saskatoon by 
the Rev. Olaf Storaasli, M.Th., S.T.D. 


President H. T. Lehman, Th.D. 


At Waterloo College and Seminary pros- 
pects are exceptionally favorable. Never 
before has a new president taken over his 
work there under circumstances so aus- 
picious. The Rev. H. T. Lehmann, Th.D., 
was installed as president and dean of the 
seminary and president of the college on 
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October 4 and the good will that is being 
offered him is hearty and unanimous. He 
is a graduate of the University of Sas- 
katchewan and our seminary at Saskatoon, 
and has done graduate work in Europe 
and in the United States, having received 
his doctor’s. degree at the University of 
Erlangen. The institutions about to be en- 
trusted to his leadership have been freed 
of all indebtedness and have a profitable 
endowment of over $28,000. The physical 
plant has been greatly improved. There 
have been redecoration, a reorganization 
and enlargement of the library, a new 
president’s office, increased scientific 
equipment, an improved heating system, 
and many other changes. Last year the 
aggressive Ladies’ Auxiliary of the semi- 
nary invested more than $9,000. The Board 
of Education placed a special grant of 
$3,000 at the disposal of the librarian. 


In the Country's Service 

And there is another field in which the 
Canadian part of our Church is making 
its influence more and more widely felt. 
More than 20,000 young Canadian Lu- 
therans are now in military uniform and 
nineteen pastors have entered chaplaincy 
service, the most* recent appointment be- 
ing that of the Rev. J. S. Neff of Van- 
couver. Chaplain F, L. Howald has been 
promoted to the rank of acting major. Five 
of our chaplains are overseas. During the 
summer two Chaplains’ Conferences were 
held, one in Calgary, Alta., and one in 
Morrisburg, Ont. Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker, Dr. 
Ralph H. Long and Dr. Dannenfeldt from 
the commissions in the United States were 
in attendance. The conferences were held 
under the auspices of the Canadian Lu- 
theran Commission for War Service. 


Wings Oe Me Whami Valley 


News from the Southern Conference of the Ohio Synod 


In keeping with the popular trend to- 
wards new attendance records, the twenty- 
fourth annual convention of the Southern 
Conference of the Synod of Ohio set a new 
record September 20-21. The sessions were 
held in Grace Church, Springfield, the Rev. 
Anton L. Anderson pastor, with a peak 
attendance at the Brotherhood banquet of 
173. The sessions were presided over by 
the president, the Rev. C. H. Starkey, 
while the Rev. Cyrus Wallick served the 
spiritual needs as chaplain. 

This year’s convention was unique in 
that there was more time devoted to study 
than to business. Dr. Amos J. Traver 
spoke about “The Crisis in the Sunday 
School,” and led a discussion afterwards. 
The Rev. E. G. Wood and Dr. M. L. Dol- 
beer, recently returned missionaries from 
India, presented “The Present and Future 
Program for India.” The Rev. W. C. Zim- 
man read a paper entitled, “When Vic- 
tory Comes,” and directed an animated 
discussion of some of the problems the 
church faces. The Rev. John W. Rilling 
reported for the Committee on Music and 
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Liturgy by reading a paper on “Towards 
a New Common Service Book.” Out of the 
discussion that followed came a motion to 
send a copy of the paper to the Common 
Service Book Committee. Dr. Gilbert 
Voigt, professor of literature in Wittenberg 
College, brought the final stimulating 
paper on “The Pastor and His Reading.” 

“Business as usual” characterized the 
business sessions, with the Pension Plan 
responsible for the liveliest discussion. Dr. 
George W. Miley, president of the Ohio 
Synod, brought official greetings and noted 
the progress being made in the matter of 
proper procedure in congregations calling 
a pastor. Dr. E. Clyde Xander, superin- 
tendent of the Board of Home Missions, 
spoke at the Brotherhood banquet, reveal- 
ing the many fine opportunities within the 
state for extended work. : 

Most of the officers were re-elected. Pas- 
tors Starkey and A. L. Schneider were re- 
turned to the offices of president and sec- 
retary. Mr. Frank A. McCoy of Columbus 
was named the new treasurer. The Rev. 
James A, Miller of Dayton and Mr. Robert 
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N. Heist of Miamisburg were renamed to 
the executive board of synod. Mr. E. J. 
Thum of Dayton and Mr. T. R. Wilcox of 
Springfield were retained as president and 
secretary-treasurer of the conference 
Brotherhood, and Mr. Claude Laybourne 
of Springfield was elected vice-president. 


Seminar for Pastors 

Two Lutheran Seminars were held in 
the Southern Conference in September as 
part of the nation-wide program set up for 
Lutheran pastors in these war times. 
Speakers were chosen from the American, 
United and Missouri Synod Lutheran 
bodies. The subject matter dealt with Soul 
Care, Race Relations and the Promotion 
of the Church in Wartime, and was pre- 
sented at the Dayton meeting by the Rev. 
Fred H. Lindemann of Buffalo, N. Y.; Dr. 
A. F. Schersten of Rock Island, Ill.; and 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz of Philadelphia. 
Sixty-six pastors registered for the Day- 
ton conference held September 11-12 in 
Hope Church. 


With the opening of Wittenberg College 
and Hamma Divinity Seminary this fall 
beginning with the one hundredth aca- 
demic year, pastors on the immediate ter- 
ritory are planning to return for seminar 
work in the field of graduate study. Dr. 
T. A. Kantonen is giving a course in the 
new field of a restudy of basic Lutheran 
teachings on the state, community and 
home. Dr. Amos J. Traver is directing a 
course in practical church work for war 
times. 


The Springfield Federation of Luther 
Leagues is busy helping arrange the state 
convention to be held October 27-29 on 
the Wittenberg campus. The ladies of Hill- 
top Lutheran Church, Columbus, are like- 
wise making preparations to entertain the 
Southern Conference Missionary Conven- 
tion, late in October. 


Among the Congregations 

In general, we note that our churches 
are preparing to introduce the Christian 
Growth Series in their Sunday schools, 
and that they are announcing V-Day 
services. Quite a few bulletins and parish 
papers come to our desk carrying this in- 
formation. On that great day the doors of 
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the liquor stores will be shut, and the 
church doors open. Every pastor should 
be a Minute Man on that day, and help 
set the stage for the peace that shall follow. 


Two great anniversary celebrations were 
observed in June. Second Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Dayton, Frank F. Secrist, D.D., 
pastor, marked its fiftieth year, with an 
attractive anniversary bulletin, and Sun- 
day service at which Dr. George W. Miley 
was the guest preacher. On the same day, 
St. Matthew’s Church, Darrtown, cele- 
brated 100 years of work and progress. 
The Rev. H. C. TerVehn is the pastor. 
The morning sermon was delivered by the 
Rey. Walter W. Larson of Toledo, and the 
evening message was brought by the Rev. 
Roger G. Imhoff of Louisville. Pastor Ter- 
Vehn reported that the anniversary offer- 
ings for this church of fifty-eight com- 
muning members amounted to more — 
$200 for the day. 


The Rev. Andrew Shilling began his 
duties August 1 as pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church, Lancaster. Pastor Shilling served 
St. John’s Parish in London for six years, 
three of them during his student days at 
Hamma. During that time he built the 
congregation from a small group to a pres- 
ent membership of nearly 300. A building 
program was carried on during that time, 
with more space and equipment added to 
the church plant. 


The Rev. Eldon C. Dolbeer completed 
his mission assignment in Middletown in 
July, and August 6 was installed by Pres- 


ident Miley as pastor of the Franklin- © 


Stettler Parish, the latter congregation 
being the oldest in the Synod of Ohio. 


Grace Church, Springfield, the Rev. 
Anton L. Anderson pastor, marked up an- 
other year September 24, with an anniver- 
sary service for the laying of the corner- 
stone and dedication of the church. The 
congregation was organized in 1915, and 
has sent several men into the ministry. 


Emmanuel Church, Germantown, the 
Rev. Paul Bressler pastor, marked two an- 
niversaries October 1: the one hundred 
thirty-fifth of the congregation and the 
one hundredth of the Sunday school. The 
Rev. Joseph Frease, director of Young 
People’s work of the Ohio Synod, was the 
speaker, 
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Wars encompass the earth, and the heart 
of mankind is in sore distress; but when 
we look toward our “purple mountain 
majesties” there comes an awareness that 
God still reigns over the universe. Then 
we turn back to “the Father’s business,” 
which is to undergird the spiritual life of 
our times with faith and courage, 

To this end Rocky Mountain Synod 
churches began their fall and winter work 
with emphasis on religious education. The 
Governor of the state issued a proclama- 
tion stressing the need; the pastors preached 
on it, and meetings were held to train 
workers. 

The Rev. Erwin S. Spees of the Parish 
and Church School Board was of great 
help in this activity. He conducted leader- 
ship groups in various churches, helping to 
start the new Christian Growth Course. 
He also preached at Messiah, Denver. 


_ Five vacancies exist in synod, and Pres- 
ident Albert H. Buhl has been kept busy 
visiting these points and conferring with 
their members about securing pastors or 
providing supplies. 


Zion congregation in Trinidad has 
granted their pastor, the Rev. Charles L. 
Ramme, a year’s leave of absence with the 
provision that he conduct their service 
once a month. The Rammes will reside in 
Denver, and in the meantime Pastor 
Ramme will supply vacant pulpits. Mrs. 
Ramme has accepted a call to serve as 
minister of music in Messiah Church, 
where her outstanding musical talent will 
be put to the finest use in having charge 
of the junior and senior choirs and in 
training the youth in church music. __ 

The wife of Dr. Charles S. Bream, our 
pastor at Casper, Wyo., was brought to 
Denver three weeks ago and has under- 
gone a serious operation at St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital. She has recovered sufficiently so 
that she has been returned to her home. 


William F. Buch, D.D., pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church at El Paso, Tex., has just 
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undergone a serious operation and is con- 
fined to a hospital in that city. 


Activity by Laymen 

An activity worthy of the headlines is 
that our laymen out here—not the pastors 
—are taking the lead in doing something 
about the crying need of recruiting young 
men for the ministry in order to fill vacant 
pulpits. They hold that it is as much the 
duty of the men of the church as it is of 
the pastors to direct and urge suitable 
young men to consider the call to the 
ministry of the Gospel. 

A group of men under the leadership of 
the president of the Brotherhood, Armin 
Fuhrer, of Epiphany Church, have been 
meeting during the summer to devise steps 
that could be taken. Result: a joint meet- 
ing of men from the three Denver churches 
held at Messiah September 19 unanimously 
adopted three resolutions; first, to ask the 
executive committee of synod to set aside 
a Sunday to present the call and work of 
the ministry; second, ask the laymen to 
distribute tracts on the ministry; and third, 
to set up a special fund to encourage and 
assist worthy students for the ministry. 
The latter has already made a good start. 


Special Anniversaries 

Significant out here is the celebration 
during the month of October of the six- 
tieth anniversary of \St. Paul’s Church, 
Denver, Dr. Elmer’ W. Harner pastor. This 
has been a great year for the congrega- 
tion, which is completing its project of a 
$20,000 debt reduction. Special services 
will be held October 19 and the celebra- 
tion will culminate with a grand rally 
Sunday morning, October 29. The sermon 
will be delivered by Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, 
president of Midland College. 


An organist in the same church for fifty 
years is the unique record of Mr. Edgar 
P, Jones in our Colorado Springs church. 
Soon after the church was organized he 
was asked, a mere lad, to be its organist, 
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and has continued to this day. He has 
missed but one Sunday and that when a 
lay delegate to the general convention in 
Richmond, Ind. He has served also as 
Sunday school teacher and church coun- 
cilman. Special recognition of this half 
century of service and a reception in his 
honor were given by the congregation. 

The pastor himself, Dr. R. B. Wolf, is this 
year celebrating fifty years in the ministry, 
recognition of which was made at the 
recent meeting of synod. 


Reformation Rally 


A grand Reformation rally is being 
planned for the Denver area October 29 


and a similar one for Colorado Springs 
October 30. This also is a project urged 
by the men of the church, and it is to in- 
clude not ‘only the U. L. C. A. but all 
synods included in the National Lutheran 
Council. 

The chief speaker for these meetings will 
be Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, president of Mid- 
land College. The Denver meeting will be 
held in St. Paul’s Church and a large aug- 
mented choir will provide special music. 


President Buhl will issue a call for all 
pastors and members of the Executive 
and Mission Committees to meet in Denver 
soon for important business and to plan 
the Midland College campaign. 


California Siphon ) 


News of the Southern Conference Encouraging 


SINCE coming to Huntington Park, about 
twenty-two years ago, the roll of the 
Southern Conference—as, indeed, of the 
entire synod—has changed materially. 
Twelve pastors have been lost from the 
roll by death; four by removal. The names 
of ten retired men are still on the roll: of 
these, Maggart, Yerian, Isham, Hoick, 
Weaver, Mottern, Ziegler, take an active 
part in conference affairs. 

In these twenty-two years, twenty-eight 
names have been added to the roll. At 
present, there are twenty active pastors 
in the Southern Conference. In all, there 
has been a net gain of six congregations. 
Let the mathematically inclined figure this 
out. 

Reading between the lines, what we 
mean, is: How account for the aggressive 
undertakings of so small a constituency, 
in so extensive a field? | 

The California Synod is about to launch 
a five-year paid presidency plan. Pro- 
vision has already been made for the 


necessary expense. President Beasom has, | 


inspired the synod with the certainty that 
great things are in store. Seeing that the 
president is a member of the Southern 
Conference, the churches and the pastors 
of the conference are taking the respon- 
sibility seriously, and are anticipating a 
large share in the blessing. 
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By Joun A. M. ZiecLer 


President Beasom reports that Pastor 
H. C. Lindsay is doing a magnificent work 
in and around Phoenix, Ariz. A recent 
visit to Phoenix by Dr. Albert B. Schwertz, 
pastor of the First Church, Los Angeles, 
and president of the U. L. C. A. Pastors’ 
Association, together with Dr. Arthur M. 
Knudsen, secretary of the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions, directed attention again to 
Phoenix as an inviting field for new 
missions, 

Can we vision the territorial extent of 
the Synod of California? Some 700 miles 
from north to south, and 400 from Los_ 
Angeles to Phoenix. It would be a worth- 
while achievement to establish more 
churches in Arizona, to supplement the 
splendid work in Phoenix, 

Quoting from the Golden State Lu- 
theran: “We are in the midst of the most 
challenging field of the United Lutheran 
Church. If we do not feel the urge to 
spread the gospel here, we cannot expect 
the chureh at large to feel it for our ter- 
ritory. If we make provision for an ad- 
vancing effort, we may be assured that 
the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. will 
co-operate with us, to make possible its 
fulfillment.” 


President Beasom reports encouragingly 
of the Westwood Village Church. He has 
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met several times recently with the pas- 
tor, A. J. Soldan, D.D., and the “extremely 
active and progressive church council”; 
considering plans for a completed church 
building as soon as materials are available. 


The Southern Conference will meet No- 
vember 7-8 in Pasadena. Fred Wiegman, 
D.D., president of Midland College and 
Western Theological Seminary, will be the 

"guest speaker. 


October 24, the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the Southern Conference will meet 
in Bethany Church, Los Angeles, Dr. 
Henry Irving Kohler pastor. Mrs. Elsa 
King Fry is chairman of the program com- 
mittee. There will be a “Pioneer Lunch- 
eon,” honoring retired pastors and their 
wives, and other pioneer church members. 


Our delegates to the U. L. C. A. conven- 
tion at Minneapolis are instructed by the 
executive committee of synod to distribute 
at the convention pamphlets advocating a 
“UM. L. C. A. Convention in San Francisco 
in 1950,” commemorating the centennial of 
Lutheranism on the West Coast. 


In his trip to the Minneapolis convention, 
President Beasom plans to contact with 
several of the seminaries in an effort to 
secure pastors for the missions to be or- 
ganized in Culver City and Whittier. 


A regional meeting of the Lutheran Wel- 
fare Conference in America was held Sep- 
tember 28 in the First Lutheran Church, 
Los Angeles. President George C. Hansler 
and Executive Secretary C. E. Krumbholz 
were present. 
| Dr. Henry Irving Kohler, chairman of 

the local Planning Committee, says: 

“We are honored to be able to have with 
us these officers of the conference, to guide, 
inspire and lead us in a better understand- 
ing of ‘Institutional Missions’ and ‘Lu- 
theran Co-ordination.’ ” 


West Penn Notes 


By Paut Levi Foutx 


| The Rev. R. W. Baker, Gettysburg, Pa., 

retired by ill health, has been elected pas- 
tor of the Saegertown-Venango Charge in 
the Pittsburgh Synod. Here he will also 
serve as chaplain of the Bethesda Lutheran 
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Orphans’ Home. He will begin his new 
duties November 1. For the past few years 
he has operated a shoe store in Gettys- 
burg. Pastor Baker is a son of the late Dr. 
C. W. Baker, a graduate of Gettysburg 
College 1919, and Gettysburg Seminary 
1921. He served the Fairfield Church seven 
years, and later was field representative 
of the Red Cross in northern Pennsylvania. 


Miss Lima Lahmer, returned missionary 
from Africa, was a recent speaker at the 
Chestnut Grove- Church of the York 
Springs Charge, the Rev. Ralph W. Meck- 
ley pastor. 


The Rev. I. M. Lau, associate pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church, York, now is serving 
as president of the Lutheran Pastors’ As- 
sociation of York County; the Rev. Samuel 
Stauffer, pastor of Wolf’s and Jacobus, 
vice-president; and the Rev. Henry 
Springer, pastor of the Felton Parish, sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


Gettysburg College has begun a new 
year with an enrollment that is taxing the 
capacity of the college. 


Dr. Roy J. Strock will speak in some of 
our churches for the annual thank offering 
services of the Women’s Missionary So- 
cieties. 


Dr. Robert L. Lang, superintendent of 
the National Home for the Aged, will 
speak in St. Paul’s Church, Hanover, the’ 
writer pastor, November 12, to both Junior 
and Senior congregations. 


St. Matthew’s Church, Hanover, Harry 
H. Beidleman, D.D., pastor, with 2,800 
members is trying a new plan to lighten 
the work of the pastor. Each Sunday eve- 
ning there will appear in the pulpit a guest 
preacher. 


Filey’s Church, of the Rossville Charge, 
the Rev. Emmanuel J. Hoover pastor, ob- 
served the fiftieth anniversary of the ded- 
ication of the present building, September 
24, with three services. This was a union 
church—Lutheran and Reformed—but now 
the Lutherans alone remain. Sermons 
were preached by the Rev. Charles M. 
Coffelt of Gettysburg, pastor 1917-1920; the 
Rey. Henry W. Sternat of Biglerville, pres- 
ident of conference; and H. T. Bowersox, 
D.D., Cumberland, Md., a former pastor. 
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Allentown Conference News 


A casH donation of $5,000 from anony- 
mous supporters of the program of re- 
ligious education and the development of 
church music in St. John’s Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., was announced to the congre- 
gation by William C. Schaeffer, D.D., Sep- 
tember 17. 

A letter addressed to the council of the 
church and signed by Carl W. Stocker of 
the Tradesmen’s Bank and Trust Company, 
Philadelphia, read in part as follows: “The 
donors are most enthusiastic about the 
splendid work that has been accomplished 
by your congregation in the field of re- 
ligious education and in the development 
of church music, the good effects of which 
we understand are felt not only by your 
church members, but accrue also in abun- 
dant measure to the benefit of your entire 
community, and to the church at large. 
Acting solely as agent for the donors, we 
are pleased to forward our check in the 
amount of $5,000 which you are requested 
to accept as an anonymous contribution.” 


Sunday, September 17, the congregation 
of ‘St. Paul’s Church, Catasauqua, for the 
first time in more than half a century ex- 
tended a call to a pastor. The recipient is 
the Rev. Philip C. Miller who will succeed 
James F. Lambert, D.D., pastor of the con- 
gregation for fifty-two years. Dr. Lambert 
resigned the pastorate last June. Mr. Miller 
is pastor of the Mt. Bethel Parish of the 
Allentown Conference, Dr. Lambert is in 
good health and recently celebrated his 
eighty-first birthday. 


At a special meeting of the councils of 
the Emmaus-Western Salisbury Parish 
held September 10 the request of St. John’s 
Church, Emmaus, to become an inde- 
pendent parish was granted. Western Sal- 
isbury congregation elected the Rev. 
Jonathan Klick pastor and is petitioning 
the conference at a special meeting on 
September 25 to join Cedar Church, 
Cetronia, forming the Cedar-Western Sal- 
isbury Parish. The Rev. Paul F. Spieker 
will continue as pastor of St. John’s. 


Now entering its twenty-second con- 
secutive annual term, the weekday school 
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of ‘religious education of Zion Church, 
Northampton, the Rev. Arthur S. Deibert 
pastor, opened September 12. The school 
was opened in 1923 with fifty-four stu- 
dents and four teachers. Last year’s school 
closed with an enrollment of 178. 
Weekday church schools in Allentown 
opened the first week in October. 


The Rev. Raymond J. Heckman cele- 
brated the twentieth anniversary of his 
pastorate at St. James Church, Allentown, 
with special services September 10. Pas- 
tor Heckman came to St. James Church in 
1924 from Faith and Peace Parish, Read- 
ing, Pa. During these years he baptized 283 
children, confirmed 497 young people, and 
added 493 members by letter and other- 
wise; increased the communicant member- 
ship from 220 to 500 and the confirmed 
membership from 355 to 650. Major im- 
provements have been made to the prop- 
erty and $23,342.98 paid on the reduction 
of the debt. P 


Under the terms of the will left by 
D. Edwin Keim, former treasurer of North- 
ampton County, St. John’s Church, Naz- 
areth, and St. John’s Church, Bath, each 
will receive $200 from the $2,500 estate. 


At special services on September 24 St. 
Peter’s Church, Seemsville, celebrated the 
seventieth anniversary of its founding. St. 
Peter’s Church belongs to the Moorestown 
Parish of which the Rev. A. R. Appel is 
the pastor. 


The Lutheran Leadership Training: 
School of Allentown and Vicinity opened 
for the first semester September 26 in 
Christ Church, Allentown. The Christian 
Growth Series is being studied in special 
classes for Primary, Junior, and Interme- 
diate teachers. 


A Candlelight Installation Service for the 
officers of the Conference Luther League 
was held September 24 in St. Joseph’s 
Church, Allentown, the Rev. Edward G. 
Schmickel pastor. The Rev. John W. 
Doberstein, Litt.D., chaplain of Muhlen- 
berg College, spoke on the theme of the 
convention, “The World Needs Christians.” 
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tional services. 


at this crucial time. 
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Miss Sachs Heads Family 
Service Bureau 


Sunpay, September 10, Miss Lulu B. 
Sachs was commissioned as a missionary 
of the Board of Inner Missions of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania. The Commis- 


Miss Lulu Sachs 


sioning Service was conducted in the 
Church of the Incarnation, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Miss Sachs is a member of that con- 
gregation and the pastor, the Rev. Earl F. 
Rahn, was the liturgist. Gustave H. Bech- 
told, D.D., executive secretary of the Board 
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5e 
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catalog. 


of Inner Missions of the Ministerium, 
preached the sermon. Miss Sachs was pre- 
sented by Dr. Bechtold and commissioned 
by the Rev. Claude O, Dierolf, S.T.D., 
president of the Board and chairman of 
the Inner Mission Committee of the Phila- 
delphia Conference. 

Miss Sachs was commissioned to be the 
missionary in charge of the Family Serv- 
ice Bureau, a newly created department 
of the Inner Mission Board. The work of 
this bureau is concerned with family and 
personal problems and the rehabilitation 
of individuals and families. Related to this 
particular field are the placement of aged 
persons in suitable homes, and assistance 
in the solution of mental and physical 
health problems. In this connection a pro- 
gram of convalescent care for Lutheran 
people is being developed. 

Miss Sachs is uniquely fitted for this im- 
portant and newly developed field of serv- 
ice. After seven years of teaching school, 
she worked at the Philadelphia Lutheran 
Settlement, having charge of the educa- 
tional program. In 1922 she became a 
worker of the Lutheran Bureau of Inner 
Missions. She was the first woman inner 
missionary in the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania. As a church worker she pio- 
neered in the field of child welfare, helping 
to establish the Lutheran Children’s Bu- 
reau in the synod. A new departure which 
she has helped to develop in her field is 
the use of foster homes for the Church’s 
dependent children. 
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Miss Sachs’ work includes services for 
the Lutheran girls at Sleighton Farms, a 
Training School for Girls who fail to make 
adequate adjustments in their homes and 
communities. Since November 1930, she 
has been the superintendent of the Lu- 
theran Children’s Bureau. During that 
time 4,500 families have received the serv- 
ice of this: bureau and 1,800 children have 
been cared for. 

Miss Sachs enters upon her new field of 
labor, enjoying the confidence of the 
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which she works, the congregation and 
conference to which she belongs, and the 
synod she serves. We pray that she may 
be richly blessed in this particular min- 
istry of mercy. E. F. Raun. 


"Missions the Central 
Theme 


THE annual convention of the Marion 
Conference of the Synod of Virginia was 
held at Grace Church, Rural Retreat, the 
Rev. Albert Shumate pastor, September 
19-20. At the Communion Service the Rev. 
Luther Mauney of Marion, president, 
preached. The theme of the convention 
was “Missions.” Presentations on foreign 
and home missions were made by the Rev. 
J. C. Derrick of Burkes Garden, the Rev. 
Frank Efird of Wytheville, Sister Sophie 
Mueller, and the Rev. H. E. Poff of the 
Southern Mountain Mission work at Kon- 
narock, Va. At a vesper service conducted 
by President Henry E. Horn of Marion 
College, the Rev. Rudolf Ludwig preached 
on the convention theme. 

The causes of the institutions, schools 
and auxiliaries of the church were pre- 
sented by representatives from these 
bodies. 

The prospect of raising a $25,000 Home 
Missions Loan Fund for the Synod of Vir- 
ginia in 1945 was presented by Dr. R. 
Homer Anderson, superintendent of the 
synod. He gave a picture of the planting 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church on 
Virginia territory. 

The importance of Christian stewardship ., 
and the scriptural foundation for tithing 
were stressed by the stewardship chair- 


. man, the Rev. A. Kenneth Hewitt, director 


of the Mountain Mission Work. 

The Rev. Luke Linebarger of Damascus 
was elected’ vice-president. 

Wednesday afternoon an open forum was 
held on the subject, “Do We Want a Chris- 
tian World?” The basis for the discussion 


, was a letter from an imaginary soldier in 


New Guinea who is puzzled by the para- 
dox of Christian nations ruining each other 
in war. 

The request was made for the comple- 
tion of the Marion College Appeal which 
has reached the $41,000 mark of the $50,000 
goal, R. Lupwie. 
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The STORY of the BIBLE 


by Water RusseL_t Bowie 


The ageless Bible story 
told in modern-language narrative 
clear, vivid, fascinating, and 
understandable. Not only for 
youth but for adults as well. 


548 pages 
52 chapters 


20 full-color 
paintings 


$1.95 


re \\at your Bookstore 


In Minneapolis 
Salem English Lutheran Church 


WEST 28TH ST., GARFIELD AVE., SO. 


Nearest “Downtown” 


SERVICES 
9:30 A. M. 11:00 A. M. 


PAUL LUTHER WETZLER, D.D., Pastor 


CGoowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


Office and Salesroom 


J.M. HALL, INC. 14 W. 40th St., New York 


Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
Miss J. Hall may be reached at 
Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY 


For your visit to Philadelphia 


MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7: 30 
on your calendars. Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship in 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN 
THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 


Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 
DR. ROSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 
Also: 11 A. M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 


Lect ihe, 


“By Wiu1am S. AvERY 


THERE was a drought in the Land o’ the 
Lakes this summer. And that applied to 
church news as well as the weather. 

But with the coming of fall, the drought 
broke. This, too, applied to church news. 
So much so that we can only mention 
various items to which more space would 
ordinarily be assigned. Take for instance, 
the joint meeting of the- Eastern and West- 
ern Conferences of synod at Kalamazoo 
September 13. We can only tell you that 
the Rev. A. E. Wulf, pastor loci and pres- 
ident of the Western Conference, preached 
the communion meditation, and the Rev. 
Dr. H. Grady Davis, professor at Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary, delivered two lectures 
on “The Gospel in Modern Theology.” 
Your correspondent, as chairman of 
synod’s Stewardship Committee, also pre- 
sented a paper on the financial program 
of the local congregation. 

The Eastern Conference passed a suit- 
able resolution of sympathy for the Rev. 
and Mrs. M. L. Canup, whose son William 
has been missing in action over Europe 
since August 24. We add our prayer that 
he may be later found safe. 


The same is true of the State Luther 
League Convention at Waldenwoods Sep- 
tember 2-4. We can only tell you that the 
facilities were crowded as usual, that the 
Rev. Joseph Frease, representing the Lu- 
ther League of America; Dr. T. A. Kan- 
tonen, professor in Hamma _ Divinity.. 
School; the Rev. D. T. Holland of synod’s 
Parish Education Committee, and your 
columnist acting as chaplain, addressed the 
convention on the general theme of 
“Peace.” The Detroit District League also 
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Informed Members 


Contribute More! 


In a recent issue of “The Lutheran” there appeared a financial statement of the 
Treasurer of the U.L.C.A. showing the percentage of its apportionment each synod 
paid during the past year. It is significant to note that SIX of the TEN synods pay- 
ing more than their apportionment also exceeded their quota of subscriptions for 
“The Lutheran” in the last subscription campaign. 


Synods 
California 


Mississippi 


Rocky Mountain 


Percent. 
of subs. 


114 
217 
178 
214 
110 
114 


Percent. 
paid 
111 
103 
112 
100 
136 
115 


Two others exceeded their quota of subscriptions: 


This is substantial evidence that it pays to observe 


CHURCH PAPER MONTH 


met September 17, “Youth Sunday,” at 
Resurrection Church, Detroit, and heard 
the Rev. F. P. Madsen preach on “One 
World—One Hope.” 


Detroit Items 

For the first time, the Detroit Pastors’ 
Association is sponsoring leadership train- 
ing on a city-wide basis this year. There 
are to be two schools, at Reformation 
Church for the east side of the city, and 
at Hope Church for the west side. Each 
school will present eight credit courses. 
Classes will meet for ten weeks beginning 
September 26 and 27 respectively. The 
Rey. R. R. Sala of Resurrection Church is 
the dean of the schools. 


Resurrection Church celebrated its four- 
teenth anniversary September 17. Earlier 
in the year, Unity Church, the Rev. S. L. 
Boger pastor, observed the twentieth an- 
niversary of the dedication of its church 
building. The new Kelly Road Lutheran 
Mission is making excellent progress, ac- 
cording to its pastor, the Rev. R. Ander- 
son. Services are being held in the base- 
ment of the pastor’s home, and approx- 
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imately one-half of the membership neces- 
sary for organization has been obtained. 
Recently Olivet Church paid the balance 
on its second mortgage, leaving only its 
debt to the Board of American Missions. 
Lawrence Till of Hope Church and Andrew 
Ellis of Reformation Church are the latest 
young men from the Michigan Synod to 
enter Wittenberg College with the ministry 
in mind. St. Paul’s Church is making a 
long-needed physical improvement in the 
complete renovation of the interior of their 
building. It will be finished in time for 
the annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of synod, which meets 
there October 25-26. 


Outstate Items 


Evidently the drought has continued 
outstate. At least if there is news, the 
congregations fail to report it to your cor- 
respondent. We note from their regular 
weekly Messenger, that Trinity Church, 
Grand Rapids, will hold six congregational 
dinners this coming year, freewill offer- 
ings being received to defray the neces- 
sary expenses. And from the treasurer’s 
report of synod, we see that Trinity 
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A gay off-the record tale of life 


in an old-time parsonage 


Papa was a preacher! Mama was 
something of a genius. The eight kids 
who came to bless them were full of 
the zest for living and the love of 
fun that is as American as the Fourth 
of July! 

They complicated life, but they filled 
it to the full. There was love, too, 
and understanding and deep affection. 
PAPA WAS A PREACHER is fun 
to read, to talk about, to own and 
to give! 


Church, Ann Arbor, paid $1,000 apportion- 
ment by September 7, together with $450 
unapportioned benevolence. The important 
fact about this is that their apportionment 
for the year is only $941! Yet there are 
congregations which think they cannot 
afford to pay their apportionment. 


CLOTHING FOR EUROPE 


UNRRA announces from New York under 
date of October 2 that arrangements have been 
made “for designated warehouses to accept 
shipments of clothing until October 21, 1944.’’ 
The notice continues: 

“We urge that churches complete their col- 
lection, sorting, packing, and shipping as soon 
as possible. Early shipments save manpower 
and warehouse space.” 

In an earlier notice it was stated that packing 
would be done in the warehouses, but churches 
can be of service as places of deposit, sorting, 
and transmitting to an authorized shipping 
center. Also thereby a record can be compiled. 

N. B. The appeal at this time has approval by 
the National Lutheran Council’s office, 231 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


CONFERENCES 


The annual meeting of the Alleghany Confer- 
ence of the Synod of Central Pennsylvania will 
be held in Trinity Church, Bedford, Pa., 
October 24. John E. Stambaugh, Sec. 


The fall meeting of the East Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Synod of Central Pennsylvania 
will be held in St. Stephen Church, Lancaster, 


by ALYENE PORTER 
Gra We 
aie Preacher 


Illustrated by Janet Smalley 


At Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 
KLOQAAKAAAAANAAAAD AHA AND QDY 


Pa., Wednesday, October 25. Sessions at 10.00 
A. M. and 2.00 P. M. 

The annual meeting of the Brotherhood of 
the conference will be held at the same church 
Tuesday, October 24, with sessions at 10.15 
A. M., 1.45 and 7.30 P. M. 

George -T. Miller, Sec. 


POSTPONED CONVENTION 


The fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of North Carolina, 
which was announced to meet in St. Andrew’s 
Church and Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, 
N. C., August 29-31, was postponed on account 
of the infantile paralysis epidemic, and will be 
held Saturday, October 21, at St. James Church,. 
Concord, S. W. Hahn, D.D., pastor. 

Mrs. E. R. Lineberger, Sec. 


VOQOQOUOQRVQVYVOYOVYPQVVIPQQVIQIVAQQVIVIYNQIDIIDIOOQQVYPQVYVYIVQVIIAVQVAVYAVAQAAQIAAIIYIQIIYA 


QOV00000QDDDODODODODDODDOODDDODDDDDDODDDOO00000 


—Coming to NEW YORK—? 


VISIT NEW ROCHELLE 


“THE QUEEN CITY ON THE SOUND” 
Thirty-five minutes from Grand Central Station 


HOLY IJRINITY 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 


WALTER CHRISTIAN HANNING 
Pastor 
MARY ELIZABETH FOWLER 


Minister of Religious Education 
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Newberry College 
NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the U. L. C. A. 
Synods of South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, 
and Florida. 


Accredited; coeducational; A.B. and B.S. 
degrees, with special training in Music, 
Business, Pre-Medicine, Pre-theology. 


Personal attention, healthful climate, 
Christian atmosphere, reasonable expenses. 


Terms under accelerated program begin 
March 1, July 1 and November 1. 


For catalog write 


JAMES C. KINARD, President 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 
The thirtieth annual convention of the LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 


Alabama Synod will be held in Holy ‘trinity | PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 


Church, Springfield, Ga., the Rev. Thomas ie 222 S. Carol Boulevard 
eeks pastor, October 25-27, beginning at 8.0 Z f 
o’clock, Wednesday evening, October 25, with Highland ee epret Darby, Pa 
the Holy Communion Service. 5 unset 

Mrs. R. F. Shelby, Jr., Sec. Estimates and color schemes 


The twenty-fifth annual convention of the submitted on request. 


Women’s Missionary Society of the Indiana 

Synod will meet October 19 and 20 at St. Paul’s 

Church, Richmond, Ind., A. H. Keck, D.D., pas-- N EW W R | TERS N Fr i: D E D 
tor. Mrs. O. A. Sardeson will be the principal 

speaker. Mrs. Virgil L. Yohe, Sec. FREE DETAILS 

New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to “break into” fascinating 


The twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Midwest 
Synod will be held October 25 and 26 at Zion 


Church, Hanover, Kan., the Rev. C. Golden- noe Bee ey pains vou up to $5.00 per 
; A our spare time. Experience unnecessary. 
stein pastor. Mrs. Louis Busboom, Sec. Write today for details. N BLIGATION. 


The fifth annual convention of the Women’s Postcard will do. 
Missionary Society of the East Pennsylvania COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE | 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. | 
will be held Thursday, October 26, in St. John’s 
Church, corner of Orange and Arch Sts., Lan- 
caster, Pa., Dr. J. H. Musselman pastor. Ses- 
sions at 10 A. M. and 2 P. M. 
Mrs. M. B. Krum, Sec. 


The fifth annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the West Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
will be held at Trinity Church, Chambersburg, 
Pa., the Rev. Clarence A. Neal pastor, October 


24 and 25, beginning at 11.00 A. M., Tuesday. ») 
Mrs. H. B. Burkholder, Sec. ED) Carved Wood 
The fall convention of the Women’s Mission- oi Memorials 
A AN 


ary Society of the Chicago Conference of the 
Illinois Synod will be held Tuesday, October 17, 
at North Austin Church, 1500 N. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, Ill, F. W. Otterbein, D.D., and the 
Rev. Harry R. Allen pastors. 

Sessions, 1.15 P. M., with an _ Intercessory 
Prayer Service; and 6.30 P. M. Speakers will 
be Miss Wynn Plummer, director of the Chi- 
cago Weekday Church Schools in the afternoon; 
and Miss Verna Lofgren, R.N., on furlough from 
India, at the dinner session. 

Julia B. Hansen, Sec. 
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-- Inquiries Solicited - - 


4, 


you 
shouldn't 


be without one of 
these little books 


christian world action 
o. fred nolde 
The best study book on post-war prob- 
lems for Christian individuals or groups. 
’ Revised edition, Price, 40 cents. 


kingdom pathfinders 


george drach 


Brief biographies of certain outstanding 
United Lutheran missionaries in the for- 
eign field. Price, 60 cents. 


the preacher’s doorknob 


leander m. zimmerman 


The drama of life as a minister sees it. 
Mostly biographical, full of whimsy, 
humor and sympathy. Price, 35 cents. 


prayers 
leander m. zimmerman 
Brief original prayers—120 of them— 
grouped under 14 general headings. 
Churchly and inspirational. 
Price, 35 cents 


what matters ? 


walton h. greever 


Thoughts about things that matter most. 
Gives serious consideration to the essen- 
tials of Christian faith. Price, 50 cents. 


the united lutheran’ 


publication house 
1228 spruce st., philadelphia 7, pa. 
pittsburgh 22 


chicago || columbia 3 
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The fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Allentown 
Conference will be held in Holy Trinity Church, 
Third Ave., Bethlehem, Pa., the Rev. Benjamin 
Lotz pastor, Thursday, October 19. 

The meeting will begin at 2.30 P. M. with a 
supper session at 6.00 P. M. and an evening 
session at 7.30 P. M. 

Mrs. Ernest Haller, Sec. 


The forty-ninth annual. convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held November 2 
in Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., the Rev. G. 
Martin Ruoss pastor.’ f 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 1.45 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede the 
convention sessions. a tino ek Virgil B. 
Sease, the Rev. H. H. Sipes, Ph.D., and Chap- 
lain A. H. Abplanalp. Mrs. Elmer Curry, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the New 
Jersey Conference of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania and Adjacent States will hold its fall 
convention Wednesday, October 25, at 10.00 
A. M.,. at Epiphany Church, Camden, N. J., the 
Rev. Paul C. Weber pastor. 

Helen M. Gerhard, Sec. 


The forty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Norristown 
Conference of the Ministertum of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held Thursday, 
October 26, in St. Michael’s Church, Sellers- 
ville, Pa. Morning and afternoon sessions. 

Mrs. R. L. Winters, Sec. | 


The fortieth annwal convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Pottsville 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held October 26 
in St. Paul's Church, Port Carbon, Pa., the Rev. 


_A. E. Polcrack pastor. 


Mrs. William R. Honsberger, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will hold its 
annual convention ovember 8 in Trinity 
Church, Palmerton, Pa., the Rev. Roland Bortz 
pastor. Sessions begin at 10.30 A. M. An ex- 
ecutive meeting will precede the convention, 
beginning at 10.00 A. M. 

pecial business to be transacted at this con- 
vention will be the adoption of a new con- 

stitution. Mrs. J. J. Neudoerffer, Chm., 
Constitution Committee. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the East- 
ern Conference of the United Synod of New 
York will meet Tuesday, October 17, at Central 
Church, Troy, N. Y. 

Mrs. Malcolm Shuters, missionary to China, 
will speak at) the evening banquet. Mrs. Kepner 
of Konnarock will be the guest speaker in the 
afternoon. Mrs. Clayton VanDeusen, Sec. 


The the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the New York 
Conference of the United Synod of New York 
will be held on Friday, October 27, in Trinity 
Church, Stapleton, Staten Island, N. Y., the 
Rev. Frederic Sutter, D.D., pastor. 
will begin at 10.15 A. M. and 1.45 P. M. 

Mrs. Roland Morrell, Sec. 


sixteenth annual convention of 


Sessions 


The twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Central 
Conference of the Synod of Ohio will be held 
October 26 and 27 in Trinity Church, Ashland, 
Ohio, H. H. Lentz, Ph.D., pastor. 

Mrs. R. H. Miller, Sec. 
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| WANT MY DADDY! 


The need for a sound, practical insurance program is clear to 
thoughtful fathers and husbands. The need for this program now 
is hard for many men to realize. 

Lutheran Brotherhood’s Whole Life Policy makes the now a 
simple thing to handle. Providing protection at low cost, it guar- 
antees an income for those left behind, to be paid inlump sum or 
in instalments. Its value is ever-increasing. It is the thoughtful 
man’s way of assuring his family a future income when he is no 
longer with them. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE FOR LUTHERANS 
608 2nd Avenue So. Herman L. Ekern, President Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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TIME Us 


Va Dake ee 


spend il wisely reading ose hooks 


PARISH PRACTICE 
Paul J. Hoh 
A timely, vital work for pastors 
and others interested in church ad- 
ministration. A practical volume. 


Price, $2.50 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Joseph Stump 
The doctrines of the Lutheran 
Church on the basis of Holy Scrip- 
ture in consonance with her confes- 


sions. Price, $3.00 


THEY CALLED HIM FATHER 
E. Theodore Bachmann 
The biography of John Christian 


Frederick Heyer who fathered 
many church undertakings on three 
continents. Price, $1.75 


THEN THE LIGHT CAME 
Fred J. Fiedler 
A close-up and thrilling view of 
our work in India by one who has 
labored in that field. A vivid, hu- 


man portrayal. Price, 60 cents 


THE FAITH OF OUR CHURCH 
Charles M. Jacobs 

Richly rewarding studies on the 

Apostles’ Creed for older young 

people and church members gener- 

ally. Price, 75 cents 


THE TALE OF THE 
WIDOWS' SONS 
Robert Harris Gearhart, Jr. 
Man's search for the true God 
reaches its culmination in Jesus of 


Nazareth. Price, $1.00 


HOW SHALL | SAY IT 
Ross H. Stover 
An exceptional manual on public 
speaking in which the mechanics of 
speech are revealed by this master 


of the art. Price, $1.00 


THE PASTOR AS A 
PERSONAL COUNSELOR 
Carl J. Schindler 

A manual designed to help the 
average pastor grasp the art of 
personal counseling. Price, $1.25 


WHAT THEN IS CHRISTIANITY? 
Charles M. Jacobs 

The profoundest truths of the 

Christian system analyzed with crys- 

tal clarity by a mature and schol- 

arly thinker. Price, $1.00 


ON WINGS OF HEALING 
John W. Doberstein 
A book that ministers to the sick 
and shut-in with hope and courage 
for their suffering. Nicely. illus- 
trated. Price, $2.00 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 S BE ICe Street, 


Pittsburgh 22 


Chicago || 


Philadelphia ZL laare 


Columbia 3 


